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Worship Schedule
Morning Prayer
Daily Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday Mass
Vietnamese Mass

7:00 AM Mon-Thurs
7:15 AM Mon-Thurs
4:00 PM
8:00 & 10:00 AM
3:00 PM Sunday

Confessions

After Daily Mass,
approx. 7:45 AM
3:00-3:30 PM Saturday
Rosary
7:00 PM Tuesday
Eucharistic Adoration
Wednesday
7:45-8:45 AM
Rosary at beginning
1st Friday of the Month
1:00-3:00 PM
September - June

Welcome New Parishioners! If you
would like to register or you have
changed your address, please fill out
the form on page 5.

Our Parish Prayer
Heavenly Father, we pray for all of the people and programs of St. Christopher Parish. Unite us as a
community of believers and grant us the wisdom, grace, and strength to do your will. We ask this
through Christ Our Lord. AMEN.

Our Mission

We are a Roman Catholic parish whose members live and proclaim the saving message of Jesus Christ.
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Mass Intentions
Saturday, February 1
4:00 PM
Joseph A. Lane
			
by his daughter, Linda
			
			

Marie J. Alix
by her brother, Charles Sapcoe

Sunday, February 2
8:00 AM
For the people of parish
10:00 AM Reginald R. Santerre,
			
15th Anniv.
			
by Mr. & Mrs. Paul Santerre
			
			
			
3:00 PM

For the Intentions of
Msgr. Richard J. Kelley
by Kathy Marchocki
Vietnamese Mass

Monday, February 3
7:15 AM
Gervais Bosse
			
by Michael Feenan
Tuesday, February 4
7:15 AM
Arthur Beaudoin
			
by Joann O’Brien
Wednesday, February 5
7:15 AM
Sharon Hagar
			
by Nancy Pelletier
Thursday, February 6
7:15 AM
James F. Canny
			
by His Godson, Liam Canny
Friday, February 7
No morning mass on Friday
Saturday, February 8
4:00 PM
Irene Labrecque
			
by Lucille Soucy
Sunday, February 9
8:00 AM
For the people of parish
10:00 AM Donna St. Laurent
			
by Janet Murphy & Marie
			
Theodhosi
			
			
			
3:00 PM

June Holleran
by Friends from St. Joseph
Rehab
Vietnamese Mass

The Sanctuary Lamp Burns This Week:
For Evelyn Salvas
By Dennis, Janet, Emily, Theresa & Lucy
		 Murphy
Altar Bread and Wine:
The Altar Bread, which will become
the Body of Our Lord Jesus Christ at all
Masses during February, will be offered
for the people of the parish.

Arrangements can be made to donate the
monthly Altar bread and wine in honor
of a loved one by contacting the rectory
at 882-0632 during business hours. Mass
intentions can also be scheduled by
calling the rectory.

The Feast of the Presentation
It’s not an exaggeration to say that Super Bowl Sunday is not only the most observed
sporting event but also one of the most celebrated holidays of the year in the United States.
It’s become a type of ‘civic holy day of obligation’. Even those people with no interest in the
game, or in sports in general, might find themselves with family and friends at a gathering
to watch the game. The media focuses on the game for months, casinos take billions of
dollars in bets, and people spend thousands of dollars to get a seat at that game. If you’re a
Patriots fan (as most of us here are, of course) you know that excitement and anticipation!
Football fans want nothing more to see their team in the game - and especially to see them
hoist the Vince Lombardi trophy when it’s all done. Owners spend tens of millions of dollars
each year and players continually sacrifice their bodies to position their team to bring it
home.
Yet even for the team who wins this weekend, it’s amazing how fleeting the glory is. In just
days and weeks following, the attention and anxiety turns to the next year as the coveted
prize quickly goes up for grabs again. And of course life goes on for the winners and the
losers - with all of its pains, sorrows, and hopes.
The Feast of the Presentation teaches us that only the glory of God satisfies the eternal
longings of the human heart. When the priest Simeon encounters the infant Christ in
the temple, he expressed the deep longing for the Messiah that the Israelites had felt for
generations. The glory that Simeon encountered was a glory that lasts forever and a glory
that each of us is invited into. When we try to find total fulfillment in other things - we
always come up short. We’re probably familiar with the countless stories of famous athletes
who have crumbling lives even after achieving fame and glory in their given sport.
On this feast day, may we reaffix our hearts to the victory of Christ and the hope of eternal
life that He won for us on the Cross. May Our Lady help us trust that God truly holds the
fulfillment of our deepest desires, and may she protect us from the temptations that seek to
turn us away from that goal. Glory to God forever!
In Christ,
Fr. David
St. Christopher’s would like to welcome
the following parishioners to our parish
and their new spiritual home:
•

Eric and Antoinette Drouart

•

Robert & Amanda
Quinlan and their
children Elsie and
George

With great joy, St. Christopher Parish
welcomed the newly baptized into His
church on January 26:
• Andrew, son of Kevin and Caroline
Belt
• Axel, son of Douglas Hamm and
Rosamunda Witteveen-Hamm
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Introducing Walking with Purpose
Women’s Catholic Bible Study
Do you desire to grow in your Catholic
faith? Would you like to connect with other
women in our parish community? Are you
searching for something more in your life?
We invite you to consider joining Walking
with Purpose at St. Christopher’s Parish.
Weekly group sessions are starting on
Wednesday, March 4th at 7:00 PM. Living
in the Father’s Love, a six-week study of God
the Father, reveals how deeply relevant the
Gospels are to our relationships, both with
God and those we love. No previous Bible
study experience is necessary; come as you
are as we discover just how much God loves
us. Books are $20* and can be ordered at
shop.walkingwithpurpose.com (search for
book Living in a Father’s Love).
The mission of Walking with Purpose
is to help every Catholic woman and girl in
America to open her heart to Jesus Christ.
Interested in learning more? Please join us
on March 7th to find out what Walking with
Purpose is all about! Bring a friend and meet
us at St. Christopher’s Church Hall on March
7th at 7:00 PM.
For questions or to RSVP, contact
Danielle Schuh via email: lizotte.danielle@
gmail.com or by phone at 603-897-5319.
Also feel free to visit Walking with Purpose
online www.walkingwithpurpose.com for
more information. We hope to see you!

Wanted:
One Hour of Your Time
He gives you 168 hours in a week, 672
hours in a month. Can you spend ONE
HOUR with your friend Jesus this month?

Eucharistic Adoration
Friday, February 7
1:00-3:00 PM

Year End Tax Statements
Tax statements acknowledging
contributions for 2019 were mailed (or
emailed) on Friday, January 17 to any
contributor that received a statement last
year. If you are in need of a statement for
your yearly taxes and have not received
one, please call the rectory at 882-0632.
Saint Christopher Parish is grateful to all our
generous and faithful parishioners.

Pass Along Project Clothing Drive
The Pass Along Project Is an organization
which collects new and lightly used clothing
for children entering into foster care, often
times only with the clothes on their back.
All clothing collected will benefit children in
and around the Nashua area!
What is Done with these Clothes? After
being collected, they will be sorted by size
and gender then washed and made into
packages called BUNDLES which consist of a
week’s worth of clothes based on the child’s
age and gender (sizes infant to youth 14-16).
Clothing in these bundles include...
Shirts
Shorts
Pants
Jeans
Pajamas
Coats
Boots
Sneakers
Underwear (NEW ONLY)
Socks (NEW ONLY)
Diapers (NEW ONLY)
Clothing will be collected on Saturday,
February 8th at 4:00 PM mass and Sunday,
February 9th at 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM
masses with a breakfast in the church hall
after the 10:00 AM mass.
Questions? Call Adam Picard at (603)689-4928. All donations will support Adam
Picard’s Eagle Scout project!
World Day for Consecrated Life will be
celebrated in the Church this weekend.
Please pray for all those who have made
commitments in the consecrated life, and
be sure to thank them on their special day.
May they continue to be inspired by Jesus
Christ and respond generously to God’s gift
of their vocation.

We’re Here for YOU at
St. Christopher Parish!
Rectory Hours:
Monday - Friday

9:00-3:00

Rectory Phone:
882-0632
Rectory Email:
parish.office@stchrisparishnh.org
Fr. David Harris
fr.david@stchrisparishnh.org
Parish Life - Linda Sanborn
lsanborn@stchrisparishnh.org
Bookkeeper - Jean Dickson
bookkeeper@stchrisparishnh.org
Director of Music & Organist Carol Ann Skabo
music@stchrisparishnh.org
Religious Educ. - Christine Mercurio
cmercurio@stchrisparishnh.org
Confirmation - Caitlin Sica
csica@stchrisparishnh.org
RCIA - Joe Mercurio
rcia@stchrisparishnh.org

Parish Council - Elizabeth Cote
ecote@stchrisparishnh.org
Finance Committee -- Tom Nardone
tnardone.work@gmail.com
Bulletin - Marta Nissen
bulletin@stchrisparishnh.org
Bulletin submissions are due one
week before publication.

Like St. Chris Parish
on Facebook!

Join our Parish
Email List!
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Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
Travel with Fr. Shawn M. Therrien, Pastor,
or St. Mary Parish in Claremont, New
Hampshire and Vicar General of the Diocese
of Manchester on our Holy Land with
Deacon Dominic Peter Cerrato trip:
January 26, 2020 Offertory
Offertory Envelopes
Loose Offertory
Faith Direct
Total

Fuel Collection
(total to date $3,353.00)
Seminarians
(total to date $2,313.00)
Catholic Education
(total to date $40.00)
Snow Removal
(total to date $175.00)

$4,577.00
$1,118.55
$1,338.50
$7,034.05

$180.00
$220.00
$30.00
$75.00

k you
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Where: Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth,
Galilee, Via Crucis, Last Supper, Gethsemane,
Dormition of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Nativity Church, Capernaum, Tel Aviv
Trip Dates: Apr 15-25, 2020
Cost: $4,099.00 Airfare and ALL-Included
To register, please contact (855) 842-8001 or
(508) 340-9370. You can also register online
at www.proximotravel.com.

Tour Nashua Catholic Jr. High
Nashua Catholic is now accepting
applications for the 2020-2021 school
year! We invite you to take a tour to learn
more about our school community and
the exciting changes coming next Fall as
we merge with St. Christopher School to
become Saint Christopher Academy.
The best way to learn more about our
school is in person! Contact us today and
set up a Student Shadow Day for your 7th
or 8th grader. Discover the difference! Call
(603) 882-7011.

For Vocations
“Consider your own calling…” and do not be
discouraged by others when considering the
consecrated life or priesthood. Call Father
Matthew Mason 663-0132, or write:
mmason@rcbm.org

Miriam Dinner
Are you looking to follow the Lord and
ready to say “yes” when he calls? We would
like to invite women ages 14-40, who are
considering a vocation to the religious life
or would simply like some help hearing
the Lord’s call in their life to an evening
of prayer, conversation, and dinner at the
Joseph House (279 Cartier St. in Manchester)
on February 7 from 6-8pm. Sister Mary
Thomas Lesniak, a native of New Hampshire
and a member of the Felician Sisters, will be
sharing her inspiring vocation story. Please
RSVP to Becky Vinson at rvinson@rcbm.org
or 663-0153 if you would like to attend.

St. Andrew Dinners
St. Andrew was the first of the Apostles to
hear Jesus’ call to follow him. We would
like to invite men in our diocese who are
considering a vocation to the priesthood
or would simply like some help hearing
the Lord’s call for their life to an evening
of prayer, conversation with the Vocations
Team, and dinner from 6-8pm at the Joseph
House in Manchester (279 Cartier St.).
Dinner on February 21 is for young men
ages 13-18 and dinner on February 28 is
for men ages 19-60. Please RSVP to Becky
Vinson at rvinson@rcbm.org or 663-0153 if
you would like to attend.

Catholic Charities NH
75th Anniversary Celebration
Catholic Charities NH invites you to
their 75th anniversary gala, The Ice Ball,
on Saturday, February 15, 2020, at the
DoubleTree in downtown Manchester.
The evening will celebrate our powerful
past and promising future with a cocktail
reception, dinner and dancing. For more
information and to purchase tickets, visit
www.cc-nh.org/iceball or call 603-669-3030.
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Sacrament Preparation Program
Confirmation grades 5-7+ :
Confirmation Class BEGINS February 16
at 11:00 AM. An email to all registered
families has been sent with specific class
information. Class will run to May 2020.
Confirmation Mass for this class will be
on Tuesday, June 2, 2020 at 7 :00 PM at
St Christopher Parish. Registration is
now closed. Email: Caitlin Sica csica@
stchrisparishnh.org
First Eucharist- (grade 3 and up) :
First Eucharist Class BEGINS February
16 at 4:00 PM. An email to all registered
families has been sent with specific class
information. Students who received
Reconciliation Fall of 2018 and attended
Fall 2019 Grade 3 Confirmation class
should register for First Eucharist. Class
will run mid February to early June 2020.
Confirmation and First Eucharist will be
received in one celebration on Saturday,
June 20, 2020 at 1:00 PM at St Christopher
Parish. Email: Chris Mercurio cmercurio@
stchrisparishnh.org.
Please note: All grades 2-12 students
registered for a sacrament class must also
be enrolled in ongoing faith formation
classes (Catholic parish or a Catholic
school).

Faith Formation
Pre-K to 6th grade- Sunday, 8:30-9:45 AM
• February 2
		Regular Class
• February 9
		Regular Class
• February 16
		Regular Class
Grade 7/8 program- Monday, 6:30-7:45 PM
• February 3
		
Special time this week only..6-7 PM
• February 10
		Regular Class
• February 17
		Regular Class

From the Families of Nazareth
Awaiting Our Lord Like Simeon
“The elderly man, Simeon, waited his entire
life for the grace to hold God in his own
arms. He was hungry for God. His heart was
not immersed in the poisonous fumes of
the temporal world.”

S.C. Biela, Open Wide the Door to Christ,
(Ft.Collins, CO: IAMF, 2005), 55.

A faith sharing meeting takes place each
Thursday at 94 Walden Pond Drive in Nashua.
All are welcome!

Corpus Christi Corner
Thank you again for donations that came in
from the Annual East/West Football Game
on Thanksgiving Day at Neighbor’s Field
in Nashua. Attendees are asked to bring
canned goods. 342 pounds of food was
collected and donated to the Pantry. Add
that to the items collected in the baskets
at church, 239.1 pounds brings the grand
total for December to 581.1 pounds of food
donated. Thank you to all!
Wishing you all a very Happy New Year!
We truly appreciate your continued support.
For the month of January, suggested
donations are; 1 pound cans of coffee, 1
pound bags of all purpose flour, syrup,
ketchup, mustard, mayo, rice, canned pasta,
canned ham, 1 pound size, Vienna sausage,
pie crust mix and juice. There are baskets
located at each of the church entrances for
your donations.

Senior Yoga
St. Christopher Yoga for Seniors meets
Monday mornings at 8:00 AM in the Church
Hall. Yoga for Seniors is a class that moves
the whole body through a series of seated
and standing yoga poses to increase
flexibility and range of motion, improve
balance and help promote stress reduction
and mental clarity. Classes are provided free
of charge to St. Christopher’s seniors. Please
note that if school is cancelled or delayed
due to inclement weather, there will not be
a yoga class that day.
Upcoming Senior Yoga Monday class
schedule:
February 3 - NO CLASS
February 10 – 8:00 AM
February 17 – 8:00 AM
February 24 – 8:00 AM

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.
Protect them as they protect us.
Bless them and their families,
For the selfless acts they perform,
For us in our time of need.
And give us peace.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, Our Lord
and Savior. Amen.

Please pray for the following service
people from our parish:
Children of William & Yvette
Berthelotte:
LTC Brian Berthelotte (Army);
LtCol Mark Berthelotte (USAF);
LCDR Brad Berthelotte (Navy)
Grandson of William & Yvette
Berthelotte:
Cpl. Matthew Berthelotte 		
(USMC)
Son of John & Alana Kocsis:
SSG. John Kocsis III (Army)
Son of Joseph & Sue Strob:
Maj. Rob Strob
Grandson of Pat & Kaye
Heffernan:
Sgt. Eamonn Garber (USMC)
Son of David & Patricia Taylor:
SFC James Taylor (Army)
Grandson of Lorraine St. Pierre
PFC Alexander St. Pierre (Army)
Sons of Laurie Kopka and
Grandsons of Madeleine Kopka:
AT2 Michael Allard (Navy)
AME2 Joseph Allard (Navy)
Daugher of John Soltis:
Lt.Col. Kristen Soltis (USAF)
Granddaughter of Dan & Sue Tracy:
1Lt Brittany DesLauriers (Army)
Grandson of Betty Batey:
Captain Nick Batey USAF
Nephew of Karen Narkis:
AMT3 David P. Narkis (Coast
Guard)
To add to our military prayer list,
email bulletin@stchrisparishnh.org or
call the Rectory at 882-0632.
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St. Christopher Parish
Community Outreach
Parish Prayer Line
Overwhelmed by life, by care?
May we help with our prayer?
St. Christopher’s Prayer Line -24/7 from us to Heaven!

Call the Prayer Line
(Coordinator Maureen Brown)
882-8634
Go online to
www.stchrisparishnh.org
Send email to
prayerhotline@
stchrisparishnh.org

Prayer Shawls
Our prayer shawl ministry, Creating
for our Community, gathers once a
month to knit, crochet, and pray as
they create beautiful prayer shawls.
If you know of someone who could
benefit from the gift of a Prayer
Shawl, whether they are having
difficult time, or simply need the
comfort of Prayer wrapped around
their shoulders, please contact the
rectory at 882-0632.
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St. Blaise
We know more about the devotion to Saint Blaise by
Christians around the world than we know about the
saint himself. His feast is observed as a holy day in
some Eastern Churches. In 1222, the Council of Oxford
prohibited servile labor in England on Blaise’s feast day.
The Germans and Slavs hold him in special honor, and for
decades many United States Catholics have sought the
annual Saint Blaise blessing for their throats.
We know that Bishop Blaise was martyred in his episcopal
city of Sebastea, Armenia, in 316. The legendary Acts of
St. Blaise were written 400 years later. According to them
Blaise was a good bishop, working hard to encourage
the spiritual and physical health of his people. Although
the Edict of Toleration (311), granting freedom of worship
in the Roman Empire, was already five years old, persecution still raged in Armenia. Blaise
was apparently forced to flee to the back country. There he lived as a hermit in solitude and
prayer, but he made friends with the wild animals. One day a group of hunters seeking wild
animals for the amphitheater stumbled upon Blaise’s cave. They were first surprised and
then frightened. The bishop was kneeling in prayer surrounded by patiently waiting wolves,
lions and bears.
The legend has it that as the hunters hauled Blaise off to prison, a mother came with her
young son who had a fish bone lodged in his throat. At Blaise’s command the child was able
to cough up the bone.
Agricolaus, governor of Cappadocia, tried to persuade Blaise to sacrifice to pagan idols.
The first time Blaise refused, he was beaten. The next time he was suspended from a tree
and his flesh torn with iron combs or rakes. Finally, he was beheaded.
Reflection
Four centuries give ample opportunity for fiction to creep in with fact. Who can be sure how
accurate Blaise’s biographer was? But biographical details are not essential. Blaise is seen as
one more example of the power those have who give themselves entirely to Jesus. As Jesus
told his apostles at the Last Supper, “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask
for whatever you want and it will be done for you” (John 15:7). With faith we can follow the
lead of the Church in asking for Blaise’s protection.
https://www.franciscanmedia.org

Welcome! Please use this form to register!

Outreach Ministry
If you are homebound and cannot
attend Mass and would like to
receive communion, please call the
Rectory 882-0632.

St. Christopher Parish welcomes all visitors to our Spiritual Home! If you are interested in joining the
parish, please complete the form below and either drop it in the Offertory Basket or mail it to the
Rectory. One of our Parish staff members will be in touch. Registration forms are also available online
at www.StChrisParishNH.org.

Name ____________________________

Email ______________________

Address __________________________________________________________

Senior Companions
Are you homebound? Would you
enjoy a visit? Your parish wants
to stay connected with you! If St.
Christopher is your spiritual home,
how about a visit from one of your
fellow parishioners? To arrange
a visit, please call the Rectory at
882-0632.

_________________________________________________________________
Phone _____________________
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Family Connection to this Week’s Gospel
Gospel Reading: Luke 2:22-40
Simeon recognizes the infant Jesus as the promised
Messiah.

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord. Discuss with the family the
persons of Simeon and Anna as they meet Jesus. (Luke 2: 25–40)
Because Simeon and Anna lived lives of prayer and fasting in the Temple, they were filled
with the Spirit of God. That is why they were able to identify Jesus as the Savior even
though Jesus was only a baby. To these two holy people, he was recognizable as the
Redeemer who had been promised. Simeon described Jesus as “a light for revelation to the
Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.”
We too are called to recognize Jesus as Lord. Together as a family discuss ways to recognize
Jesus as Lord by praying and attending Mass, fasting, and serving others. As a family,
decide on one specific sacrifice you can make in order to alleviate the suffering or need of
someone you know.
								Reprinted from http://www.loyolapress.com

About Our Catholic Faith:

Prayer to Saint Michael

St. Michael, the Archangel, defend us
in battle. Be our defense against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly hosts, by the power of God,
thrust into hell, Satan and all the
other evil spirits who prowl about
the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.

Prayer for Vocations

O Holy Spirit, Spirit of wisdom and
divine love, impart Your knowledge,
understanding, and counsel to youth
that they may know the vocation
wherein they can best serve God.
Give them courage and strength to
follow God’s holy will. Guide their
uncertain steps, strengthen their
resolutions, shield their chastity,
fashion their minds, conquer their
hearts, and lead them to the vineyards where they will labor in God’s
holy service.
Amen.

Prayer for Priests

What is the history of the
Feast of the Presentation?
According to the Church’s liturgical calendar, the feast held on February 2 each year is
in honor of the Presentation of the Lord. Some Catholics recall this day as the feast of
the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary because such was the feast day named until
the 1969 changes in the Church’s calendar.
In fact, according to Luke’s Gospel, the presentation of Jesus and the purification of the
Blessed Mother took place in the Temple on the same day, and both are remembered
during Mass on February 2. Also, in several countries, Candlemas is simultaneously
celebrated on this day and involves a candlelight procession that was popularized in
the Middle Ages. Until the Second Vatican Council the feasts on February 2 ended the
Christmas season. Today, the season ends in January on the feast of the Baptism of our
Lord.
As early as the fourth century Christians commemorated the presentation of Jesus in
the Temple, but, at the time, there was no feast name attached. In seventh-century
Rome, the Church named the celebration the feast of the Purification of the Blessed
Mother Mary, and it remained that way for nearly 1,300 years. In the reforms after
Vatican II, the feast was given a stronger focus on Jesus (by stressing the Presentation
of Jesus), but clearly the events of purification and presentation that took place when
Jesus was 40 days old (see Lk 2:22-39) are tied together and thus commemorated
together. 					
Reprinted from SimplyCaholic.com

Gracious and loving God, we thank
you for the gift of our priests. Through
them, we experience your presence
in the sacraments. Help our priests
be strong in their vocation. Set their
souls on fire for your people. Grant
them the wisdom, understanding,
and strength they need to follow in
the footsteps of Jesus. Inspire them
with the vision of your Kingdom. Give
them the words they need to spread
the Gospel. Allow them to experience
joy in their ministry. Help them to
become instruments of your Divine
grace. We ask this through Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns as our
Eternal Priest. Amen.

“We need God’s Word: so that we
can hear, amid the thousands of
other words in our daily lives, that
one Word that speaks to us not
about things, but about life.”
Pope Francis I @ Pontifex
January 26, 2020

