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Mass Intentions
Saturday, April 11 - Easter Vigil
7:30 PM
Stephanie Cadwell Walsh,
			
Peter & Pete Cadwell
Sunday, April 12 -- Easter
8:00 AM
For the people of the parish
10:00 AM Bernice O’Connor
			
by Mike & Kathleen O’Connor
3:00 PM
Vietnamese Mass
Monday, April 13
7:15 AM
The staff and volunteers of
			
the parish and school
			
by St. Christoher Parish
Tuesday, April 14
7:15 AM
Deceased Members of the
			
Matthew Ennis Family
			
by Caroline & Kathy
Wednesday, April 15
7:15 AM
Patrick Fitzgerald
			
by His Wife April & His Family
Thursday, April 16
7:15 AM
Paula Abraham
			
by Martha Leahy
Friday, April 17
		 No Mass on Fridays
Saturday, April 18
4:00 PM
Stephanie Cadwell Walsh
			
by The Richards Family
Sunday, April 19
8:00 AM
For the people of the parish
10:00 AM Andrea Ramirez, 6th Anniv.
			
by John & Jossie Soltis
3:00 PM
Vietnamese Mass
The Sanctuary Lamp Burns This Week:
For Patrick Fitzgerald
		 by His wife April and His Family
Altar Bread and Wine:
The Altar Bread, which will become
the Body of Our Lord Jesus Christ at all
Masses during April, will be offered for
Family members who have gone before
us, by Michael & Susan Glenn.

Arrangements can be made to donate the
monthly Altar bread and wine in honor
of a loved one by contacting the rectory
at 882-0632 during business hours. Mass
intentions can also be scheduled by
calling the rectory.

Easter is the True Light amidst our Darkness
“Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, while it was still dark..”
John’s Gospel often draws upon the symbols of light and darkness to symbolize the
contrast between the light of God’s loving presence and the darkening effects of sin.
Darkness describes man’s lack of understanding of God, our tendency to drift away from
Him, and the human suffering and sadness that follow our sins. It is no coincidence to me
that Mary of Magdala approached Jesus’ tomb when it was still dark.
Right now in the world, it is easy to stare into darkness. We see rising death tolls,
economic turmoil, political rivalry, and countless people turning towards fear instead of
faith. Maybe we feel darkness especially on this Easter Sunday as we have to put aside
family gatherings, festive food and drink, and our gathering around the Eucahristic altar.
Instead of feeling happiness and celebration, perhaps this Easter we feel tempted to think
that God has left us alone or that His light has dimmed in the world.
However, Easter is about celebrating a Light that never fades or dies out. The
empty tomb that Mary found proclaims to us that Jesus Christ is alive! When Mary walked
into that empty tomb, she realized she never had to fear anything again. If evil didn’t
conquer Jesus, then it wouldn’t conquer her either. She experienced the true meaning of
human freedom - freedom from fear, doubt, and hopelessness.
Jesus wants us to have that same freedom as well. Easter Sunday is not a historical
reenactment - it is celebrating the eternal truth that we experience HERE and NOW. God
is not dead. While we might not fully understand why He permits these human trials to
happen, we know that He doesn’t cease to love us in the midst of it and He promises that
He will lead us through. We can have immense joy amidst the sorrows of this world knowing
that what we love, or rather ‘Who’ we love, will never be taken away from us.
I pray that each of us can believe in that great mystery a little more this year. Sometimes
going through hard times helps us to see the Risen Christ’s presence in our lives in ways we
hadn’t before. Kind of like lighting a match in a pitch dark room, it’s easier to see God’s light
when there are not millions of other lights
around us competing for our attention. Like
the first Easter, God reveals awesome things
Until further notice...
to us during the darkness. Think about it perhaps this God will make this the most
St. Christopher Church
grace-filled Easter of your life!
May the Light of Christ fill your hearts
will be OPEN
with faith, hope, and love this Easter. I miss
you all and I long to gather around the altar
for prayer
with you soon again. Please keep me in your
daily prayers and know that you remain
Monday to Friday
in mine. May our Blessed Mother and St.
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Joseph her spouse continue to intercede for
us and keep us safe.
With True Easter Joy,
Fr. David

Please use the
side door to
enter the church!

April 12, 2020

3

Ministry Volunteer Schedule
The next schedule for Eucharistic Ministers,
Lectors, and Altar Servers will cover May 9,
2020 through Sept 6, 2020. If you have any
changes for this period of time, please notify
Linda Sanborn by April 20. Please note any
changes after this date will not be included
in this schedule. Notification can be done by
phone at 882-0632; by email at lsanborn@
stchrisparishnh.org; or by mail to 62
Manchester, Street, Nashua, NH 03064.
This schedule will be distributed through
email around April 24, 2020. If you do
not have an email address, copies of the
schedule will be available in the sacristy
near the refrigerator on April 25, 2020.
Thank you.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11;
Mt 28:8-15
Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41; Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22;
Jn 20:11-18
Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Lk
24:13-35
Thursday: Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2ab, 5-9; Lk
24:35-48
Friday: Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2, 4, 22-27a;
Jn 21:1-14
Saturday: Acts 4:13-21; Ps 118:1, 14-21; Mk
16:9-15
Sunday: Acts 2:42-47; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 2224; 1 Pt 1:3-9; Jn 20:19-31

With great joy, St. Christopher Parish
welcomed the newly baptized into His
church on March 29:
• Isaac Archer Fleming, son of James D.
& Kimberly Fleming

St. Christopher’s would like to welcome
Tom & Amy
O’Shea to the
parish and their
new spiritual
home.

Livestreamed Masses
Even though it’s challenging to feel
separated from Our Eucharistic Lord, we
can still participate in the Mass from online
from home. As you follow Mass at home,
we encourage you to fully participate – by
your vocal responses, standing, kneeling,
sitting, listening, and most of all your prayer.
The entire universal Church is spiritually
present at every single Mass, so know that
your praises, petitions, and sufferings are
still being brought to the altar and lifted
to heaven. During the time when you
would normally receive the Eucharist, we
invite you to make a Spiritual Communion
with the Lord. This is a way to invite Jesus
into your heart and speak with Him even
without receiving Him in the sacrament.
Saint Christopher’s will Live Stream the
weekend Mass at 10:00 AM on Sundays
on our public Facebook Page (A Facebook
account is not required to access this) at
https://www.facebook.com/stchrisnh/. After
the live broadcast, it will remain on the page
so you can watch the video at anytime.

Parish Giving During COVID-19
The operation of the parish continues to
rely upon your generosity through the
offertory collection. It is important that
we continue our parish giving at this time.
Please consider the following ways to
support St. Chris during this challenging
time:
• If you give by cash in the offertory
collection, we highly encourage you
to please sign up for online giving.
This is the most efficient way for us
to enable the parish to maintain it’s
financial obligations uninterrupted. You
can sign up for automated payment or
make individual gifts online at https://
stchrisparishnh.org/giving/

We’re Here for YOU at
St. Christopher Parish!
Rectory Hours:
Monday - Friday

9:00-3:00

Rectory Phone:
882-0632
Rectory Email:
parish.office@stchrisparishnh.org
Fr. David Harris
fr.david@stchrisparishnh.org
Parish Life - Linda Sanborn
lsanborn@stchrisparishnh.org
Bookkeeper - Jean Dickson
bookkeeper@stchrisparishnh.org
Director of Music & Organist Carol Ann Skabo
music@stchrisparishnh.org
Religious Educ. - Christine Mercurio
cmercurio@stchrisparishnh.org
Confirmation - Caitlin Sica
csica@stchrisparishnh.org
RCIA - Joe Mercurio
rcia@stchrisparishnh.org

Parish Council - Elizabeth Cote
ecote@stchrisparishnh.org
Finance Committee -- Tom Nardone
tnardone.work@gmail.com
Bulletin - Marta Nissen
bulletin@stchrisparishnh.org
Bulletin submissions are due one
week before publication.

• If you typically put envelopes in the
collection basket, please consider
mailing them to us or dropping them in
the mail slot of the office door.
• If you are in a position to give more, we
would ask you to prayerfully increase
your giving in the weeks ahead or
consider making an additional gift.
Thank you!

Like St. Chris Parish
on Facebook!
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From the Families of Nazareth

Coming July 1, 2020
March 29, 2020 Offertory
(No public masses)
Offertory Envelopes
Loose Offertory
Faith Direct
Total

Catholic Relief Services
(total to date $271.00)
Easter Flowers
(total to date $200.00)
Easter
(total to date $220.00)
Snow Removal
(total to date $695.00)

$2,655.00
$110.00
$1,289.00
$3,954.00

$70.00
$90.00
$20.00
$10.00
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For Vocations
“The Lord is risen, it is true!”
Through our baptism He calls us
to proclaim new life to the world.
Pray for those who herald the
Good News as priests, brothers
and sisters. If you think God may
be inviting you to such a vocation,
write Father Matthew Mason at
mmason@rcbm.org.

Knights of Columbus
Babe Ruth, President John
F Kennedy, Vince Lombardi,
Venerable Fulton J. Sheen. What
do these men have in common?
They all were members of the
Knights of Columbus! Feel called
to explore your faith while doing
good works of charity? Check
out KofC.org/Joinus for more
information.

Families looking for a comprehensive authentically Catholic school for their PreK-3
through grade 8 children will have a new
option in Fall 2020! St. Christopher School
and Nashua Catholic Regional Junior High
School will be unified as one Catholic academy, named Saint Christopher Academy,
as of July 1, 2020. The new school model,
unique to the Diocese of Manchester, will
blend both schools into one Catholic academy housed on two campuses.
PreK-3 to grade 6 students will
attend class at the lower campus at 20
Cushing Avenue, the current location of St.
Christopher School. Students in grades 7
and 8 will attend at the upper campus at
6 Bartlett Avenue, the current location of
Nashua Catholic.
“Our new school will bring together the
numerous gifts, strengths, and traditions
of St. Christopher School, the former
Infant Jesus School, and Nashua Catholic
Regional Junior High School, while also
adding new advantages and opportunities
made possible by the unified academy
model. The Academy will be faith centered,
academically excellent, and built upon
a loving community where each child is
cherished and challenged to grow,” explains
Principal Cynthia Vita Clarke.
Saint Christopher Academy is enrolling
students for the 2020-2021 school year.
To apply, visit SaintChrisAcademy.org or
contact Cindy Clarke at 603-882-7442.

Following Jesus’ Lead To Victory
“Since Jesus saved the world and
resurrected after his Passion and painful
death, the apostle cannot seek another
way. The hours of darkness are a prelude to
victory rather than a sign of defeat for him.”

Andre Daigneault, The Way of Imperfection
(Ft. Collins, CO. IAMF, 2016) pg.89.

Turn to Mary
The present Coronavirus epidemic is
manifesting itself as a legitimate disaster.
The prayer below, with its over 50
imprimaturs from cardinals and bishops
worldwide, was directly revealed by Our
Lady with the promise that this prayer
‘holds great power before the throne of
God.’” Please join us in asking for the Lord’s
intervention in this time of great need:
Lord, Jesus Christ,
Son of the Father,
send now your Spirit over the earth.
Let the Holy Spirit live in the hearts of all
nations,
that they may be preserved from
degeneration, disasters, and war.
May the Lady of All Nations,
Mary Co-redemptrix and Mediatrix,
be our Advocate. Amen.

Camp Counselors Needed
Camp Bernadette counselors live in cabins
with a co-counselor and approximately 12
campers. They are responsible for supervising
and mentoring the campers in their cabin,
while allowing campers their own “space”
in which to make friends, pursue personal
interests or just relax. Counselors motivate
campers and are expected to support
and participate in all camp activities. Staff
members are assigned to a specific program
area on land or waterfront, depending upon
their interests and abilities. For more info,
contact jtowle@bfcamp.com.
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Corpus Christi Corner
The Pantry is trying to stay open on limited
hours to feed those in Nashua who need
food. However, writing this in advance for
the bulletin, it is hard to say what will be the
case when this is printed. If you need help,
please call the Pantry, 882-6372. We will
have up to the date info recorded for you.
If you are able to still drop food
donations off at church, our supplies are low
on the following foods: Two pound bags of
flour, 64 ounce bottles of juice, pasta sauce,
Hamburger Helper, canned 1 pound hams,
scalloped potatoes, brownie mix, mustard,
baked beans and Saltine crackers. Your
donations can be placed in the baskets that
are located at each of the church entrances.
In this time of uncertainty, we can all pull
together to help each other. Thank you.

Child Abuse Prevention Month
April is Child Abuse Prevention Month.
The Catholic Church in New Hampshire
is absolutely committed to the safety of
children. For more information about
Diocesan policies, training programs, and
resources, visit Catholicnh.org.

VBS Coming Soon!
Rocky Railways 2020!
July 27-July 31, 2020
8:30 AM -11:30 AM
Looking for volunteers to add to our crew
and get this train rolling!
Come join us for a rockin’ good time aboard
the Rocky Railways VBS train… where God’s
strength always pulls us through! Dancing,
music, crafts, snacks and games galore as we
hear and learn how Jesus pulls us through!
We will need lots of volunteers to make this
event happen- please email cmercurio@
stchrisparishnh.org if you are age 18+ and
want to help us make an amazing trek!
Youth volunteer slots will be filled as soon as
we have our 18+ crew assembled!

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.
Protect them as they protect us.
Bless them and their families,
For the selfless acts they perform,
For us in our time of need.
And give us peace.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, Our Lord
and Savior. Amen.

Please pray for the following service
people from our parish:
Children of William & Yvette
Berthelotte:
LTC Brian Berthelotte (Army);
LtCol Mark Berthelotte (USAF);
LCDR Brad Berthelotte (Navy)
Grandson of William & Yvette
Berthelotte:
Cpl. Matthew Berthelotte 		
(USMC)
Son of John & Alana Kocsis:
SSG. John Kocsis III (Army)
Son of Joseph & Sue Strob:
Maj. Rob Strob
Grandson of Pat & Kaye
Heffernan:
Sgt. Eamonn Garber (USMC)
Son of David & Patricia Taylor:
SFC James Taylor (Army)
Grandson of Lorraine St. Pierre
PFC Alexander St. Pierre (Army)
Sons of Laurie Kopka and
Grandsons of Madeleine Kopka:
AT2 Michael Allard (Navy)
AME2 Joseph Allard (Navy)
Daugher of John Soltis:
Lt.Col. Kristen Soltis (USAF)
Granddaughter of Dan & Sue Tracy:
1Lt Brittany DesLauriers (Army)
Grandson of Betty Batey:
Captain Nick Batey USAF
Nephew of Karen Narkis:
AMT3 David P. Narkis (Coast
Guard)
To add to our military prayer list,
email bulletin@stchrisparishnh.org or
call the Rectory at 882-0632.
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St. Christopher Parish
Community Outreach
Parish Prayer Line
Overwhelmed by life, by care?
May we help with our prayer?
St. Christopher’s Prayer Line -24/7 from us to Heaven!

Go online to
www.stchrisparishnh.org
Send email to
prayerhotline@
stchrisparishnh.org

Prayer Shawls
Our prayer shawl ministry, Creating
for our Community, gathers once a
month to knit, crochet, and pray as
they create beautiful prayer shawls.
If you know of someone who could
benefit from the gift of a Prayer
Shawl, whether they are having
difficult time, or simply need the
comfort of Prayer wrapped around
their shoulders, please contact the
rectory at 882-0632.
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St. Bernadette Soubirous (1844-1879)
Bernadette Soubirous was born in 1844, the first child of an extremely poor miller in the
town of Lourdes in southern France. The family was living in the basement of a dilapidated
building when on February 11, 1858, the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to Bernadette in a
cave above the banks of the Gave River near Lourdes. Bernadette, 14 years old, was known
as a virtuous girl though a dull student who had not even made her first Holy Communion.
In poor health, she had suffered from asthma from an early age.
There were 18 appearances in all, the final one occurring on the feast of Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel, July 16. Although Bernadette’s initial reports provoked skepticism, her daily visions
of “the Lady” brought great crowds of the curious. The Lady, Bernadette explained, had
instructed her to have a chapel built on the spot of the visions. There, the people were to
come to wash in and drink of the water of the spring that had welled up from the very spot
where Bernadette had been instructed to dig.
According to Bernadette, the Lady of her visions was a girl of 16 or 17 who wore a white
robe with a blue sash. Yellow roses covered her feet, a large rosary was on her right arm. In
the vision on March 25 she told Bernadette, “I am the Immaculate Conception.” It was only
when the words were explained to her that Bernadette came to realize who the Lady was.
Few visions have ever undergone the scrutiny that these appearances of the
Immaculate Virgin were subject to. Lourdes became one of the most popular Marian shrines
in the world, attracting millions of visitors. Miracles were reported at the shrine and in
the waters of the spring. After thorough investigation, Church authorities confirmed the
authenticity of the apparitions in 1862.
During her life, Bernadette suffered much. She was hounded by the public as well as
by civic officials until at last she was protected in a convent of nuns. Five years later, she
petitioned to enter the Sisters of Notre Dame of Nevers. After a period of illness she was
able to make the journey from Lourdes and enter the novitiate. But within four months of
her arrival she was given the last rites of the Church and allowed to profess her vows. She
recovered enough to become infirmarian and then sacristan, but chronic health problems
persisted. She died on April 16, 1879, at the age of 35.
Bernadette Soubirous was canonized in 1933.
Reflection
Millions of people have come to the spring Bernadette uncovered for healing of body and
spirit, but she found no relief from ill health there. Bernadette moved through life, guided
only by blind faith in things she did not understand—as we all must do from time to time.

Welcome! Please use this form to register!

Outreach Ministry
If you are homebound and cannot
attend Mass and would like to
receive communion, please call the
Rectory 882-0632.

St. Christopher Parish welcomes all visitors to our Spiritual Home! If you are interested in joining the
parish, please complete the form below and either drop it in the Offertory Basket or mail it to the
Rectory. One of our Parish staff members will be in touch. Registration forms are also available online
at www.StChrisParishNH.org.

Name ____________________________

Email ______________________

Address __________________________________________________________

Senior Companions
Are you homebound? Would you
enjoy a visit? Your parish wants
to stay connected with you! If St.
Christopher is your spiritual home,
how about a visit from one of your
fellow parishioners? To arrange
a visit, please call the Rectory at
882-0632.

_________________________________________________________________
Phone _____________________
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Family Connection to this Week’s Gospel
Gospel Reading: John 20:1-9
Mary of Magdala finds that the stone has been removed from
Jesus’ tomb.
In the Easter Gospel we hear about how the disciples found the tomb empty three days
after Jesus’ death. We are also told that they do not yet understand the Scriptures or that
Jesus had been raised from the dead. That understanding gradually unfolded for the
disciples as they began to experience the risen Lord. Similarly, our understanding of Jesus’
Resurrection unfolds for us throughout our lives. In the weeks ahead, we will hear how the
first disciples moved from confusion, doubt, and skepticism to faith. Their experience can
teach us how we too might receive this gift of faith from God.
Gather your family members and ask them to share what they know about the events
that happened in the days after Jesus’ crucifixion. Invite your family to imagine that they
are among Jesus’ first disciples. Read together today’s Gospel, John 20:1-9. Reflect together
on the Gospel with questions such as these: If you had been among the first disciples
who heard that the stone had been removed from Jesus’ tomb and that Jesus’ body was
no longer there, what would you think? What did Mary of Magdala, Simon Peter, and the
disciple whom Jesus loved think had happened? Recall that this experience is the first
indication Jesus’ disciples have that he is risen. Throughout the Easter season, we will learn
more about how the disciples came to believe that Jesus had been raised from the dead.
Pray together using today’s psalm, Psalm 118: “This is the day the Lord has made; let us
rejoice and be glad.”
								 Reprinted from http://www.loyolapress.com

About Our Catholic Faith:
Creating a Family Prayer Space at Home
During this pandemic, families are spending more time together
at home. One good use of this time would be to pray together
on a regular basis. This prayer time together can be enhanced by
creating a place in your home dedicated to prayer.
Making a place for prayer in our home can help us do what
the Gospel tells us, to go into an “inner room” to pray (Matthew
6:6). Make your prayer place as quiet, uncluttered, and “desert-like”
as possible. It can be the corner of a room or any unused space.
Furnish your prayer place with a Bible, prayer books, cross, rosary,
icons, and a candle. Encourage family members to use the prayer
place for personal as well as family prayer. You can bless your place
of prayer, saying:
Come, Holy God. Dwell in this place of prayer,
and bless it with your peace and presence.
Bless all who seek you here.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
Find a resource with the prayers and reading for Sunday Mass (like
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/) and pray those together.

Prayer to Saint Michael

St. Michael, the Archangel, defend us
in battle. Be our defense against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly hosts, by the power of
God, cast into hell, Satan and all the
other evil spirits who prowl about
the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.

Prayer for Vocations

O Holy Spirit, Spirit of wisdom and
divine love, impart Your knowledge,
understanding, and counsel to youth
that they may know the vocation
wherein they can best serve God.
Give them courage and strength to
follow God’s holy will. Guide their
uncertain steps, strengthen their
resolutions, shield their chastity,
fashion their minds, conquer their
hearts, and lead them to the vineyards where they will labor in God’s
holy service.
Amen.

Prayer for Priests

Gracious and loving God, we thank
you for the gift of our priests. Through
them, we experience your presence
in the sacraments. Help our priests
be strong in their vocation. Set their
souls on fire for your people. Grant
them the wisdom, understanding,
and strength they need to follow in
the footsteps of Jesus. Inspire them
with the vision of your Kingdom. Give
them the words they need to spread
the Gospel. Allow them to experience
joy in their ministry. Help them to
become instruments of your Divine
grace. We ask this through Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns as our
Eternal Priest. Amen.

“May our Christian existence be
like that of our father Abraham:
aware of having been chosen,
joyful in moving toward a
promise, and faithful in fulfilling
the covenant.”
Pope Francis I @ Pontifex
April 2, 2020

