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Worship Schedule
Daily Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday Mass
Vietnamese Mass

8:00 AM Mon-Thurs
4:00 PM
8:00 & 10:00 AM
3:00 PM Sunday

Confessions

After Daily Mass,
approx. 8:00 AM
3:00-3:30 PM Saturday
Rosary
7:00 PM Tuesday
Eucharistic Adoration
Wednesday
8:30 - 9:30 AM
Rosary at beginning
1st Friday of the Month
1:00-3:00 PM
September - June

Welcome New Parishioners! If you
would like to register or you have
changed your address, please fill out
the form on page 5.

Our Parish Prayer
Heavenly Father, we pray for all of the people and programs of St. Christopher Parish. Unite us as a
community of believers and grant us the wisdom, grace, and strength to do your will. We ask this
through Christ Our Lord. AMEN.

Our Mission

We are a Roman Catholic parish whose members live and proclaim the saving message of Jesus Christ.
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Mass Intentions

SEMINARIAN

Saturday, July 18
4:00 PM
Antonio Gonzales Casco
			
by Michael & Andrea Richards
Sunday, July 19
8:00 AM
For the people of the parish
10:00 AM Stephanie Cadwell Walsh
			
by Tom & Carol Ann Skabo
3:00 PM
Vietnamese Mass
Monday, July 20
8:00 AM
Brian McNamara
			
by Mr. Matthew Sullivan
Tuesday, July 21
8:00 AM
Lindsay Toomey
			
by Karen Narkis
Wednesday, July 22
8:00 AM Gerard and Irene Boutin
			
by Stan & Jeanne Boutin
Thursday, July 23
8:00 AM
Bud & Gert Ferrari
			
by Mike & Kathleen O’Connor
Friday, July 24
		 No Mass on Fridays
Saturday, July 25
4:00 PM
Stephanie Cadwell Walsh
			
by Money Counters-Marilyn,
			
Madeline, Yvette, Theresa, &
			
Mary Lou
Sunday, July 26
8:00 AM
For the people of the parish
10:00 AM Katherine C. O’Neill
			
by Her Family
3:00 PM
Vietnamese Mass
The Sanctuary Lamp Burns This Week:
For the people of the parish
Altar Bread and Wine:
The Altar Bread, which will become
the Body of Our Lord Jesus Christ at all
Masses during July, will be offered for
for Tyler Coffey, 11th Anniversary, by his
Mother Laurie.

Arrangements can be made to donate the
monthly Altar bread and wine in honor
of a loved one by contacting the rectory
at 882-0632 during business hours. Mass
intentions can also be scheduled by
calling the rectory.

Weekly Gospel Reflection by Seminarian Cuong Nguyen
Matthew 13:13-24
The parable of the sower in today’s Gospel is a continuation of the Gospel from the
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. We know that the seed itself is undoubtedly good; the
seed in today’s Gospel is God’s Word. On the contrary, the weeds that are sowed by enemies
are harmful; they choke the good seeds’ growth. The weeds are evil things or evil ways.
Indeed, we do not understand the reason why God does not intervene to remove the
weeds so that the wheat life can grow up to be fruitful. On the contrary, God lets them
grow together in the field. We recognize that God is mercy and He is a patient and tolerant
“householder.” God’s primary care and concern are for the “good seed” and He will not
jeopardize its growth. Similarly, God is patient with each of us. “God promotes our personal
and spiritual growth and delights when we can bear much fruit”.
Thus, good and evil exist in our daily lives and the world today. We are human beings
with limitations and sins, so we are all in need of the forgiveness and redemption of God.
Through today’s Gospel, we recognize a great example of the patience and love of God.
We also learn the lesson of God’s patience to deal with limits in our self and with others.
We are invited to ask ourselves, “can I live with limitations in myself and others?” Some of
our weeds have deep roots, such as our personality defects. We ask God to teach us to be
patient with ourselves and make us patient with the weeds we can know in others.
Lord Jesus, “you know my strengths and my weaknesses. I believe that you could help
me produce a rich harvest of good works to the Father’s greater glory.”

For Vocations
“The Spirit too helps us in our weakness, for
we do not know how to pray as we ought.”
Do you approach the Lord in prayer with the
confident strength given by the Holy Spirit
asking that He make known your unique
vocation? If God may be inviting you to
consider the priesthood or consecrated life,
, write Father Matthew Mason at mmason@
rcbm.org.

Mass Intentions
Parishioners may request memorial masses
for loved ones, as well as sponsoring the
Sanctuary Lamp for a week, by contacting
the rectory at 882-0632, Monday through
Friday from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Suggested
donation is $10 and mass cards are available.
Arrangements can also be made to donate
the Altar bread and wine for a month.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Mi 6:1-4, 6-8; Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc17, 21, 23; Mt 12:38-42
Tuesday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 85:2-8; Mt
12:46-50
Wednesday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17;
Ps 63:2-6, 8-9; Jn 20:1-2, 11-18
Thursday: Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13; Ps 36:6-7ab,
8-11; Mt 13:10-17
Friday: Jer 3:14-17; Jer 31:10-12abcd, 13;
Mt 13:18-23
Saturday: 2 Cor 4:7-15; Ps 126:1bc-6; Mt
20:20-28
Sunday: 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12; Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77,
127-130; Rom 8:28-30; Mt 13:44-52 [44-46]
St. Christopher’s would like to welcome
Richard & Arisalyn
Dumont and their
children Theodore
and Thomas to the
parish and their
new spiritual home.
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Catholic Charities NH:
Supporting Our Neighbors in Crisis 75 Years
Whether isolated seniors, homeless and struggling veterans, families facing chronic
hardship or individuals searching for ways to cope in the “new norm” of life, Catholic
Charities NH remains steadfast in our commitment to be there for those who need us most
– especially in times of crisis like these. Our programs remain fully operational during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
We prayerfully ask for your support to continue to help your neighbors facing
difficulties, we encourage you to make a gift today: cc-nh.org/everything. You may also mail
your gift to CCNH, PO Box 9510, Manchester, NH 03108-9510.

ST. CHRISTOPHER’S PARISH
AT HOME VBS!!
IT’S A MIRACLE!

The Miracles of Jesus
July 27-31st

Pick up your kit daily beginning at 8:45AM at the Cushing Ave. entrance to the Church Hall.
Drive by...we will hand you your kit and you’re off on a journey through the miracles!
St. Christopher Parish is excited to offer our families a take home VBS this year! Since you
cannot come to the parish for VBS, the parish will come to you with The Miracles of Jesus!

We’re Here for YOU at
St. Christopher Parish!
Rectory Hours:
Monday - Friday

9:00-3:00

Rectory Phone:
882-0632
Rectory Email:
parish.office@stchrisparishnh.org
Fr. David Harris
fr.david@stchrisparishnh.org
Bookkeeper - Jean Dickson
bookkeeper@stchrisparishnh.org
Director of Music & Organist Carol Ann Skabo
music@stchrisparishnh.org
Religious Educ. - Christine Mercurio
cmercurio@stchrisparishnh.org
Confirmation - Caitlin Sica
csica@stchrisparishnh.org
RCIA - Joe Mercurio
rcia@stchrisparishnh.org

Parish Council - Elizabeth Cote
ecote@stchrisparishnh.org
Finance Committee -- Tom Nardone
tnardone.work@gmail.com
Bulletin - Marta Nissen
bulletin@stchrisparishnh.org
Bulletin submissions are due one
week before publication.

Learn about 5 miracles performed by Jesus during his ministry! Each day participants
will receive an “at home kit”. Follow the included guide sheet for a “miraculous time.”
You are invited to attend 8:00 AM Mass each morning Monday through Thursday, then
swing by to pick up your kit afterward.
This program is geared for St Christopher Parish children ages 5-10 (approx) and is being
provided to you at no cost!
Some of the included items: morning prayer, craft, outdoor “get up and go” activity, Bible
story, snack, quick video link, and more! Schedule and instructions will be included each day
for parents to lead the activities at home.
Our program has materials for 32 participants for the week on a first-come, first serve basis.
Please email Chris Mercurio at cmercurio@stchrisparishnh.org to sign up! Please include the
child’s name and age, as well as parents name and preferred email address.

Like St. Chris Parish
on Facebook!
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Saint Christopher Academy

July 5, 2020 Offertory
Offertory Envelopes
Loose Offertory
Faith Direct
Total

$4,687.00
$553.00
$2,236.75
$7,476.75

Works of the Holy Father
(total to date $611.00)
Assumption
(total to date $30.00)
NH Missionaries/Missions
(total to date $20.00)

$140.00
$20.00
$10.00

k you
Than o r t i n g
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e!
f o r su t u a l H o m
i
r
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July 12, 2020 Offertory
Offertory Envelopes
Loose Offertory
Faith Direct
Total
Parish to Parish Support
(total to date $40.00)
Assumption
(total to date $185.00)

$4,330.00
$446.00
$1,853.00
$6,629.00
$10.00
$165.00

See you in class this fall!
Saint Christopher Academy is excited to
announce that students will return to school
this Fall with “in classroom” instruction at
both campuses! This will be accomplished
through the implementation of a number
of safety and health measures to ensure
that we provide a safe environment for all
students, teachers, and families.
Limited Time! Transfer Incentive Program
Students in grades 1-8 transferring to
Saint Christopher Academy from any nonCatholic school between July 1 and August
15 will be awarded a $1,000 tuition discount
per child for the 2020-2021 school year, plus
a $500 credit for the 2021-2022 school year!
For more information, contact Principal
Cindy Clarke at cclarke@saintchrisacademy.
org.

Corpus Christi Corner
Corpus Christi Food Pantry is hoping to start
opening on Tuesday afternoons in July. We
are still looking for a couple of volunteers.
We need some “muscle” to bring food
orders upstairs and hand off to the clients
between the hours of 1-4pm. If you can
help please all Maryellen at 882-6372.
We are also asking for donations of fans
to give to our clients, many of whom live
in apartments without anyway to cool the
hot summer air. Fans can be left by the food
baskets at church.
The total food donated during the
month of June is 374.2 pounds, valued at
$624.91. Suggested items for the month of
July include: coffee, instant or regular, tea,
Hamburger Helper, canned beans, canned
meat, juice boxes for kids, dish detergent,
mayo, ketchup and snack for kids. Your
donations can be dropped off during the
hours the church is open for prayer. There
are baskets located at each of the church
entrances. Thank you!!
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From the Families of Nazareth
Are You A Good Seed Or Evil Weed
“At the moment of your death, you will
have to make your final decision: you may
willingly choose evil and be immersed in it
for all of eternity, or you may believe that,
despite this misery that fills your soul, God
loves you. By accepting this truth, you open
yourself up to the grace of redemption.”

S.C. Biela, Behold, I Stand at the Door and Knock
(Ft. Collins, CO: IAMF, 2005), 29.

Knights of Columbus
Babe Ruth, President John F Kennedy,
Vince Lombardi, Venerable Fulton J.
Sheen. What do these men have in
common? They all were members of
the Knights of Columbus! Feel called
to explore your faith while doing good
works of charity? Check out KofC.org/
Joinus for more information.

Virtual Young Adult Retreat
Are you a young adult living in New
Hampshire or Maine? Do you ever wonder
what it would be like to set aside all of
society’s pressures for a while and feel
perfect just as you are? Would you like to
get to know other Catholic young adults in
a relaxed and spirited setting? Then have we
got a weekend for you! Join us for a Virtual
Retreat on September 11-13.
The Living in God’s time virtual retreat
will dive deep into what it means to live
on God’s time. We will cover topics such as
Kairos and Chronos, Identity, Connection,
and Letting Go, and Going Down the
Mountain (living our faith in the season of
Young Adulthood). The schedule for the
weekend will include a mix of real-time
interactions via video conference and offline time for personal reflection. The retreat
will conclude with a livestreamed Mass in
southern Maine that, if conditions allow,
registrants will have the option to attend in
person.
For more information, visit www.
catholicnh.org/ya-retreat-2020.

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.
Protect them as they protect us.
Bless them and their families,
For the selfless acts they perform,
For us in our time of need.
And give us peace.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, Our Lord
and Savior. Amen.

Please pray for the following service
people from our parish:
Children of William & Yvette
Berthelotte:
LTC Brian Berthelotte (Army);
LtCol Mark Berthelotte (USAF);
LCDR Brad Berthelotte (Navy)
Grandson of William & Yvette
Berthelotte:
Cpl. Matthew Berthelotte 		
(USMC)
Son of John & Alana Kocsis:
SSG. John Kocsis III (Army)
Son of Joseph & Sue Strob:
Maj. Rob Strob
Grandson of Pat & Kaye
Heffernan:
Sgt. Eamonn Garber (USMC)
Son of David & Patricia Taylor:
SFC James Taylor (Army)
Grandson of Lorraine St. Pierre
PFC Alexander St. Pierre (Army)
Sons of Laurie Kopka and
Grandsons of Madeleine Kopka:
AT2 Michael Allard (Navy)
AME2 Joseph Allard (Navy)
Daugher of John Soltis:
Lt.Col. Kristen Soltis (USAF)
Granddaughter of Dan & Sue Tracy:
1Lt Brittany DesLauriers (Army)
Grandson of Betty Batey:
Major Nick Batey USAF
Nephew of Karen Narkis:
AMT3 David P. Narkis (Coast
Guard)
To add to our military prayer list,
email bulletin@stchrisparishnh.org or
call the Rectory at 882-0632.
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St. Christopher Parish
Community Outreach
Parish Prayer Line
Overwhelmed by life, by care?
May we help with our prayer?
St. Christopher’s Prayer Line -24/7 from us to Heaven!

Go online to
www.stchrisparishnh.org
Send email to
prayerhotline@
stchrisparishnh.org

Prayer Shawls
Our prayer shawl ministry, Creating
for our Community, gathers once a
month to knit, crochet, and pray as
they create beautiful prayer shawls.
If you know of someone who could
benefit from the gift of a Prayer
Shawl, whether they are having
difficult time, or simply need the
comfort of Prayer wrapped around
their shoulders, please contact the
rectory at 882-0632.
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Saint Sharbel Makhlouf
(1828 - 1898)

Although this saint never traveled far from the Lebanese
village of Beka-Kafra where he was born, his influence has
spread widely.
Joseph Zaroun Maklouf was raised by an uncle because his
father, a mule driver, died when Joseph was only three. At
the age of 23, Joseph joined the Monastery of St. Maron at
Annaya, Lebanon, and took the name Sharbel in honor of a
second-century martyr. He professed his final vows in 1853,
and was ordained six years later.
Following the example of the fifth-century Saint Maron, Sharbel lived as a hermit from
1875, until his death. His reputation for holiness prompted people to seek him to receive
a blessing and to be remembered in his prayers. He followed a strict fast and was very
devoted to the Blessed Sacrament. When his superiors occasionally asked him to administer
the sacraments to nearby villages, Sharbel did so gladly.
He died in the late afternoon on Christmas Eve. Christians and non-Christians soon made
his tomb a place of pilgrimage and of cures. Pope Paul VI beatified Sharbel in 1965, and
canonized him 12 years later.
Reflection
John Paul II often said that the Church has two lungs—East and West—and it must learn
to breathe using both of them. Remembering saints like Sharbel helps the Church to
appreciate both the diversity and unity present in the Catholic Church. Like all the saints,
Sharbel points us to God and invites us to cooperate generously with God’s grace, no matter
what our situation in life may be. As our prayer life becomes deeper and more honest, we
become more ready to make that generous response.

									https://www.franciscanmedia.org

Outreach Ministry
If you are homebound and cannot
attend Mass and would like to
receive communion, please call the
Rectory 882-0632.

Senior Companions
Are you homebound? Would you
enjoy a visit? Your parish wants
to stay connected with you! If St.
Christopher is your spiritual home,
how about a visit from one of your
fellow parishioners? To arrange
a visit, please call the Rectory at
882-0632.

Welcome! Please use this form to register!
St. Christopher Parish welcomes all visitors to our Spiritual Home! If you are interested in joining the
parish, please complete the form below and either drop it in the Offertory Basket or mail it to the
Rectory. One of our Parish staff members will be in touch. Registration forms are also available online
at www.StChrisParishNH.org.

Name ____________________________

Email ______________________

Address __________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Phone _____________________
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Family Connection to this Week’s Gospel
Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:13-43
Jesus offers parables about the Kingdom of Heaven
and explains them to his disciples.
Taken together, the parables found in today’s Gospel offer both a sobering reminder about
the Kingdom of God and words of encouragement. As the wheat and the weeds must grow
together until the harvest, so we may not know whether our actions contribute to God’s
Kingdom until God’s final judgment. With this word of caution in mind, we act always in
prayer that our actions will be consistent with God’s plans. In the parables of the mustard
seed and the yeast, we hear words of encouragement. God can bring the Kingdom of Heaven
from even the smallest of beginnings. Thus, we ask God to work through us for the sake of
the Kingdom of Heaven.
Set aside some time this week to make bread with your family. Show the amount of yeast
that is required to raise an entire batch of bread. Observe that little things can go a long way.
After the bread has been baked, gather together as a family. Read together today’s Gospel,
Matthew 13:24-43. Reflect together on what Jesus means when he teaches that the Kingdom
of Heaven is like a mustard seed and like yeast. In these parables, Jesus is teaching us that
God can work wonders from even the smallest beginnings of the Kingdom of God. This
means that even the little things that we do can make a big difference in the lives of others.
What are some of the little things that we can do in our family that help to make things better
for others? Decide on one action to take together. Pray that God will use your action to make
a difference in the world. Pray together the Lord’s Prayer.
Reprinted from http://www.loyolapress.com

Prayer to Saint Michael

St. Michael, the Archangel, defend us
in battle. Be our defense against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly hosts, by the power of
God, cast into hell, Satan and all the
other evil spirits who prowl about
the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.

Prayer for Vocations

O Holy Spirit, Spirit of wisdom and
divine love, impart Your knowledge,
understanding, and counsel to youth
that they may know the vocation
wherein they can best serve God.
Give them courage and strength to
follow God’s holy will. Guide their
uncertain steps, strengthen their
resolutions, shield their chastity,
fashion their minds, conquer their
hearts, and lead them to the vineyards where they will labor in God’s
holy service.
Amen.

Prayer for Priests

From Office for the Liturgical Celebrations of the Supreme Pontiff:

Gracious and loving God, we thank
you for the gift of our priests. Through
them, we experience your presence
in the sacraments. Help our priests
be strong in their vocation. Set their
souls on fire for your people. Grant
them the wisdom, understanding,
and strength they need to follow in
the footsteps of Jesus. Inspire them
with the vision of your Kingdom. Give
them the words they need to spread
the Gospel. Allow them to experience
joy in their ministry. Help them to
become instruments of your Divine
grace. We ask this through Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns as our
Eternal Priest. Amen.

[As] the theologian Joseph Ratzinger put it so well: “In order that an event that occurred in
the past is made present, the words must therefore be pronounced: This is my body—this is
my blood. But in these words it is assumed that the I of Jesus Christ speaks. Only he can say
these things; they are his words. No man can pretend to declare the I of Jesus Christ as his
own. No one can say here are many communities can transmit, rather it can only be founded
on the ‘sacramental’ authorization given to the whole Church by Jesus Christ himself. . . . And
this is exactly the ‘priestly ordination’ and the ‘priesthood’” (20).

“On the Day of Judgment we will not
be judged for our ideas, but for the
compassion we have shown to others.

About Our Catholic Faith:

How Is the Eucharist Consecrated?
The Eucharist is consecrated by the power of the Holy Spirit and the presiding priest’s
saying the essential words of consecration (CCC 1353).
The approved and minimally necessary words [for the Roman/Latin Rite] that must be
said for a valid consecration are “This is my body” in offering the bread and “This is my
blood” or “This is the chalice of my blood” in offering the wine. If a priest omits any of
these essential words, the consecration is invalid.

		

Reprinted from CatholicAnswers.com

Pope Francis I @ Pontifex
July 14, 2020

