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Worship Schedule
Daily Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday Mass
Vietnamese Mass

7:30 AM Mon-Thurs
4:00 PM
8:00 & 10:00 AM
3:00 PM Sunday

Confessions

After Daily Mass,
approx. 8:00 AM
3:00-3:30 PM Saturday
Rosary
7:00 PM Tuesday
Eucharistic Adoration
Wednesday
8:30 - 9:30 AM
Rosary at beginning
1st Friday of the Month
1:00-3:00 PM
September - June

Welcome New Parishioners! If you
would like to register or you have
changed your address, please fill out
the form on page 5.

Our Parish Prayer
Heavenly Father, we pray for all of the people and programs of St. Christopher Parish. Unite us as a
community of believers and grant us the wisdom, grace, and strength to do your will. We ask this
through Christ Our Lord. AMEN.

Our Mission

We are a Roman Catholic parish whose members live and proclaim the saving message of Jesus Christ.
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Mass Intentions
Saturday, January 2
4:00 PM
Maurice Gaudette
			
by the St. Christopher Parish
			
Money Counters
Sunday, January 3
8:00 AM
For the people of the parish
10:00 AM
			

Brian McNamara
by Mr. Matthew Sullivan

			
			

Mathew Trombley
by Denise Trombley

3:00 PM

Vietnamese Mass

Monday, January 4
7:30 AM
MaryLou and Ed Pridham
			
by Joanne Pridham
Tuesday, January 5
7:30 AM
Joseph Kosmowski
			
by Father David Harris
Wednesday, January 6
7:30 AM
For the people of the parish
Thursday, January 7
7:30 AM
Nancy Duffey
			
by John and Mary Mann
Friday, January 8
			
No mass on Friday
Saturday, January 9
4:00 PM
Donald Rhodes
			
by Richard and Anne Marie
			
Emond
			
			

Joan Conway
by Fr. David Harris

Sunday, January 10
8:00 AM
For the people of the parish
10:00 AM
			

Mary Jane Davis
by Julie Radakrishnan

			
			

William J. Wilson
by Leona and Family

3:00 PM

Vietnamese Mass

The Sanctuary Lamp Burns This Week:
Sanctuary Lamp - Evelyn Salvas
		 by Janet Murphy
Altar Bread and Wine:
The Altar Bread, which will become
the Body of Our Lord Jesus Christ at all
Masses during January, will be offered
for the people of the parish.

Arrangements can be made to donate the
monthly Altar bread and wine in honor
of a loved one by contacting the rectory
at 882-0632 during business hours. Mass
intentions can also be scheduled by
calling the rectory.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; Mk 6:45-52
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72: 1-2, 14, 15bc, 17; Lk 4:14-22a
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:22-30
Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11; Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10 or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd-6; Acts
10:34-38 or 1 Jn 5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11
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RCIA:
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
As Saint Paul taught us in Ephesians 3:20,
there is a power already at work in us that
can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine.
Whether we’re conscious of it or not,
we all have a deep hunger for God. Allow
yourself to be still and silent and listen to His
voice. Lift up your heart in faith, trusting in
that infinite power already within you.
If you or someone you know
is interested in joining the Catholic
faith, please reach out to us at rcia@
stchrisparishnh.org. We are eager to get to
know you and help guide you Home.

Corpus Christi Corner
Wishing all parishioners at St Christopher’s
Church a very Happy New Year! We truly
appreciate your continued support.
Suggested donations for the month of
January are: Corn, Peas, Saltines, Graham
Crackers, Hamburger Helper, Chicken
Noodle Soup, Ramen Noodles, Jelly,
Mayonnaise, Children’s Toothpaste, and
Disposable Razors. There are baskets
located at each of the church entrances for
your donations.

Saint Christopher Academy
Applications and Private Tours
Applications for the 2021-2022 school
year are now being accepted for Saint
Christopher Academy! St. Christopher
Academy invites families to visit both the
lower campus (PreK 3’s through grade 5 in
2021-2022) at 20 Cushing Ave. and the upper
campus (grades 6, 7 & 8 in 2021-2022) at 6
Bartlett Ave. for a private tour! Parents will
appreciate the outstanding academics built
on a strong Catholic moral and spiritual
foundation. Service and extracurricular
opportunities are an integral part of a Saint
Chris education on both campuses.
To set up a tour of the lower campus,
please contact Admissions Coordinator
Lorrice Bedard at 603-882-7442, ext. 310 or
email her at lbedard@saintchrisacademy.
org. More information is also available at
SaintChrisAcademy.org.

Online Bereavement Support
Group from Catholic Charities NH
Have you recently lost a spouse, family
member or friend, and are struggling with
grief and loss? Catholic Charities NH will
be hosting its next online support group,
“Bereavement – Experiencing Loss, Being
Lost and Finding your Way Again,” a sixseries program helping participants learn
about the dynamics of grief, discover new
ways to cope while healing and gain the
opportunity to be supported and support
others also sharing a painful journey.
Sessions will be held on Thursdays (January
28 – March 4) from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. To
register, visit www.cc-nh.org/bereavement.
You may also call 603-752-1325 or email
efrenette@nh-cc.org.

Has Something Changed?
Have you moved or changed your phone
number or email address? Help us stay in
touch by calling the parish office at 603-8820632 to update your parish record!

News from Knights of Columbus,
St. Boniface Council # 11907
Our St. Patrick’s and St. Christopher’s parish
council would like to invite any and all
practical Catholic men to join our fraternal
organization. The Knights were founded
in 1882 in New Haven, CT by Venerable
Michael J. McGivney as a way to assist
widows and orphans in his parish of St.
Mary’s. (Fr. McGivney was beatified this year
on October 31!) The organization spread
with great success and beneficence over the
past century and a half to a now world-wide
organization of men intent on the principles
of charity, fraternity, unity and patriotism.
We strive to assist the parish in whatever
ways we can and to assist the poor in our
communities.
If you are interested in knowing more
about the knights and/or joining our local
council, please go to kofc.org click get
involved and join us, or feel free to reach out
to our current grand knight, Bill Reynolds at
603-731-0219 or by email at wareynolds06@
gmail.com.

We’re Here for YOU at
St. Christopher Parish!
Rectory Hours:
Monday - Thursday 9:00-3:00
Friday
9:00-12:00
Rectory Phone:
882-0632
Rectory Email:
parish.office@stchrisparishnh.org
Fr. David Harris
fr.david@stchrisparishnh.org
Administrative Assistant Joanne Pridham
jpridham@stchrisparishnh.org
Bookkeeper - Jean Dickson
bookkeeper@stchrisparishnh.org
Director of Music & Organist Carol Ann Skabo
music@stchrisparishnh.org
Religious Educ. - Christine Mercurio
cmercurio@stchrisparishnh.org
Confirmation - Alex Sullivan		
asullivan@stchrisparishnh.org
RCIA - Joe Mercurio
rcia@stchrisparishnh.org

Parish Council - Elizabeth Cote
ecote@stchrisparishnh.org
Finance Committee -- Tom Nardone
tnardone.work@gmail.com
Bulletin - Marta Nissen
bulletin@stchrisparishnh.org
Bulletin submissions are due one
week before publication.

Like St. Chris Parish
on Facebook!
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Faith Formation
Register Now for Spring Sacrament Classes!
December 20, 2020 Offertory
Offertory Envelopes
Loose Offertory
Faith Direct
Total

$2,972.00
$575.35
$1,835.50
$5,382.85

Immaculate Conception
$65.00
Total-to-date: $564.00
Fuel Collection
$50.00
Total-to-date: $1,891.00
Christmas Flowers
$155.00
Total-to-date: $2,042.00
Christmas
$3,040.00
Total-to-date: $8,345.00
Retirement Religious
$210.00
Total-to-date: $1,386.00

k you
Than o r t i n g
pp
e!
f o r su t u a l H o m
i
r
i
Sp
your

Our sacrament prep classes will be an IN CLASS format!
Forms for Spring 2021 are available for download on the Parish website. Visit
stchrisparishnh.org, print your registration and return with the required certificates/fee to
the parish office.
Note: All students registering for a sacrament class must also be enrolled in ongoing faith
formation classes (Catholic parish or a Catholic school)(Grades 2-8) A copy of the student’s birth
certificate and baptismal certificate are required for registration.
First Eucharist- (grade 3 and up)
Email: cmercurio@stchrisparishnh.org
Who? Students who received Reconciliation in the Fall of 2019 and who attended the Fall
2020 Grade 3 Confirmation class. This class will run Jan-May 2021. Confirmation and First
Eucharist will be received in one celebration in the Spring of 2021.
Confirmation grades 5-7+
Email: asullivan@stchrisparishnh.org
Who? Students who have received Baptism, Reconciliation and First Communion but
have not been Confirmed should register for this class. Classes will run Feb-May 2021.
Confirmation will be received in the Spring of 2021.

Religious Education:
			

Pre-K to 6th grade
Grade 7/8 program

Our program for second semester will be an AT HOME format.
It’s never too late to register for religious ed classes!! For more information on our
program- email Chris Mercurio cmercurio@
stchrisparishnh.org.
Families with children in this program
should be following each week with the
assigned chapter. Students complete the
reading and assigned work in each chapter
and submit their chapter test and unit test
directly to their teacher. Each teacher should
be in regular contact with your family.
Questions regarding particular assignments
can be directed to the individual teacher
for clarification. If you have not been in
contact with your instructor please contact:
cmercurio@stchrisparishnh.org so we can
get you connected!
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Thank You for Your Offertory Gifts
Thank you for your weekly gifts to our
offertory collection! Contributions to the
general offertory are used to offset the
costs associated with day-to-day operations
of the parish and its programs. These
costs include payroll, maintenance and
cleaning of buildings, utilities, and supplies.
Additionally, your contribution benefits
our sacramental preparation, liturgical,
and religious education programs. Please
prayerfully consider making a recurring
weekly or monthly donation to our
collection. Thank you for your investment
and continued support of our parish!
Unable to join us at mass due to COVID
or weather issues? Check out our simple,
safe, and secure online Faith Direct giving
program at www.faithdirect.net. Sign
in using our parish code NH10. Please
consider joining the growing number of
dedicated givers who use Faith Direct!
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Pilgrims for Life
While there will be no diocesan pilgrimage
to the national march for life this year,
our prayer and advocacy must continue.
We’ve created “Pilgrims for Life” to help
the faithful of New Hampshire build up the
culture of life in the Diocese of Manchester
and beyond. Prayer opportunities related
to the March for Life will be held in each
of the nine deaneries of the Diocese of
Manchester. Visit www.catholicnh.org/
pilgrimsforlife for more information.

Support for Separated & Divorced
Divorce and separation can be painful
experiences. Support groups are available to
those who are seeking healing, comfort, and
empowerment. Visit www.catholicnh.org/
support for a listing of groups. Do you know
someone who is going through a separation
or divorce? Please consider passing this
information along to them.

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.
Protect them as they protect us.
Bless them and their families,
For the selfless acts they perform,
For us in our time of need.
And give us peace.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, Our Lord
and Savior. Amen.

Please pray for the following service
people from our parish:
Children of William & Yvette
Berthelotte:
LTC Brian Berthelotte (Army);
LtCol Mark Berthelotte (USAF);
LCDR Brad Berthelotte (Navy)
Grandson of William & Yvette
Berthelotte:
Cpl. Matthew Berthelotte 		
(USMC)
Son of John & Alana Kocsis:
SSG. John Kocsis III (Army)
Son of Joseph & Sue Strob:
Maj. Rob Strob
Son of David & Patricia Taylor:
SFC James Taylor (Army)
Grandson of Lorraine St. Pierre
PFC Alexander St. Pierre (Army)
Sons of Laurie Kopka and
Grandsons of Madeleine Kopka:
AT2 Michael Allard (Navy)
AME2 Joseph Allard (Navy)
Daugher of John Soltis:
Lt.Col. Kristen Soltis (USAF)
Granddaughter of Dan & Sue Tracy:
1Lt Brittany DesLauriers (Army)
Grandson of Betty Batey:
Major Nick Batey USAF
Nephew of Karen Narkis:
AMT3 David P. Narkis (Coast
Guard)

To add to our military prayer list,
email bulletin@stchrisparishnh.org or
call the Rectory at 882-0632.
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St. Christopher Parish
Community Outreach
Parish Prayer Line
Overwhelmed by life, by care?
May we help with our prayer?
St. Christopher’s Prayer Line -24/7 from us to Heaven!

Go online to
www.stchrisparishnh.org
Send email to
prayerhotline@
stchrisparishnh.org

Prayer Shawls
Our prayer shawl ministry, Creating
for our Community, gathers once a
month to knit, crochet, and pray as
they create beautiful prayer shawls.
If you know of someone who could
benefit from the gift of a Prayer
Shawl, whether they are having
difficult time, or simply need the
comfort of Prayer wrapped around
their shoulders, please contact the
rectory at 882-0632.

Outreach Ministry
If you are homebound and cannot
attend Mass and would like to
receive communion, please call the
Rectory 882-0632.

Senior Companions
Are you homebound? Would you
enjoy a visit? Your parish wants
to stay connected with you! If St.
Christopher is your spiritual home,
how about a visit from one of your
fellow parishioners? To arrange
a visit, please call the Rectory at
882-0632.
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St. Basil the Great
(329 – January 1, 379)
Basil was on his way to becoming a famous teacher when he decided to begin a religious
life of gospel poverty. After studying various modes of religious life, he founded what was
probably the first monastery in Asia Minor. He is to monks of the East what Saint Benedict is
to the West, and Basil’s principles influence Eastern monasticism today.
He was ordained a priest, assisted the archbishop of Caesarea—now southeastern
Turkey—and ultimately became archbishop himself, in spite of opposition from some of the
bishops under him, probably because they foresaw coming reforms.
Arianism, one of the most damaging heresies in the history of the Church which denied
the divinity of Christ, was at its height. Emperor Valens persecuted orthodox believers,
and put great pressure on Basil to remain silent and admit the heretics to communion.
Basil remained firm, and Valens backed down. But trouble remained. When the great Saint
Athanasius died, the mantle of defender of the faith against Arianism fell upon Basil. He
strove mightily to unite and rally his fellow Catholics who were crushed by tyranny and
torn by internal dissension. He was misunderstood, misrepresented, accused of heresy
and ambition. Even appeals to the pope brought no response. “For my sins I seem to be
unsuccessful in everything.”
Basil was tireless in pastoral care. He preached twice a day to huge crowds, built a
hospital that was called a wonder of the world—as a youth he had organized famine relief
and worked in a soup kitchen himself—and fought the prostitution business.
Basil was best known as an orator. Though not recognized greatly in his lifetime, his
writings rightly place him among the great teachers of the Church. Seventy-two years after
his death, the Council of Chalcedon described him as “the great Basil, minister of grace who
has expounded the truth to the whole earth.”
Reflection
As the French say, “The more things change, the more they remain the same.” Basil faced
the same problems as modern Christians. Sainthood meant trying to preserve the spirit
of Christ in such perplexing and painful problems as reform, organization, fighting for the
poor, maintaining balance and peace in misunderstanding. 				
									https://www.franciscanmedia.org

			

Welcome! Please use this form to register!
St. Christopher Parish welcomes all visitors to our Spiritual Home! If you are interested in joining the
parish, please complete the form below and either drop it in the Offertory Basket or mail it to the
Rectory. One of our Parish staff members will be in touch. Registration forms are also available online
at www.StChrisParishNH.org.

Name ____________________________

Email ______________________

Address __________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Phone _____________________

January 3, 2021
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Family Connection to this Week’s Gospel
Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:1-12
The Magi seek out Jesus and do him homage.

The tradition of giving gifts at Christmas is thought by some to be rooted in the gift giving
of the Magi. In many cultures, gifts are not exchanged at Christmas, but rather on the feast
of the Epiphany. Whenever you exchange your Christmas gifts, take some time to reflect
on this tradition of gift giving at Christmas. Think of the best gift you have received. What
was it? What made it special? Was it the gift itself, the thought that went into it, or the
person who gave it to you?
Read today’s Gospel, Matthew 2:1-12. The gifts of the Magi—gold, frankincense, and
myrrh—have come to be understood as symbols of Christ’s royalty, divinity, and eventual
suffering and death. They are special because in giving them, the Magi acknowledge who
Jesus was to be: our Savior. We pray that we will acknowledge Jesus as Savior in all that we
do and say. Conclude by singing together “We Three Kings.”				
								Reprinted from http://www.loyolapress.com
		

About Our Catholic Faith:

When is the 1st Sunday in Ordinary Time?
Immediately following the Christmas season, the Roman Rite of the Catholic Church
celebrates “Ordinary Time.” However, it can be confusing as many Catholics come to
Mass on Sunday and the priest will explain how it is the “2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time“!
Wait, what happened to the “1st Sunday“? Did I miss something?
In January, the Church celebrates the feast of Epiphany on January 6 and in most
places in the world this feast is transferred to the nearest Sunday.
The Baptism of the Lord is then celebrated on the next available Sunday, still
within the Christmas season (in some cases the Baptism of the Lord is celebrated on the
Monday after Epiphany Sunday).
The confusing part is that the liturgical season of Christmas ends on the feast of the
Baptism of the Lord. This means that the next day that follows (typically Monday), is the
beginning of Ordinary Time.

Prayer to Saint Michael

St. Michael, the Archangel, defend us
in battle. Be our defense against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly hosts, by the power of
God, cast into hell, Satan and all the
other evil spirits who prowl about
the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.

Prayer for Vocations

O Holy Spirit, Spirit of wisdom and
divine love, impart Your knowledge,
understanding, and counsel to youth
that they may know the vocation
wherein they can best serve God.
Give them courage and strength to
follow God’s holy will. Guide their
uncertain steps, strengthen their
resolutions, shield their chastity,
fashion their minds, conquer their
hearts, and lead them to the vineyards where they will labor in God’s
holy service.
Amen.

Prayer for Priests

Gracious and loving God, we thank
you for the gift of our priests. Through
them, we experience your presence
in the sacraments. Help our priests
be strong in their vocation. Set their
souls on fire for your people. Grant
them the wisdom, understanding,
and strength they need to follow in
the footsteps of Jesus. Inspire them
with the vision of your Kingdom. Give
them the words they need to spread
the Gospel. Allow them to experience
joy in their ministry. Help them to
become instruments of your Divine
grace. We ask this through Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns as our
Eternal Priest. Amen.

Since the Sunday celebration has already happened, the only possible choice is to
begin the 1st “week” of Ordinary Time on a Monday (or Tuesday).
This means the first Sunday in the season of Ordinary Time is the 2nd Sunday in
Ordinary Time!
Talk about confusing!
After that the rest of the year is “normal,” but it’s interesting to note that Ordinary Time
is the only liturgical season in the Roman Rite to begin on a week day.
Reprinted from https://aleteia.com

“Jesus does not wait until we are good
to love us, but gives Himself freely to
us.”

Pope Francis I @ Pontifex
December 21, 2020

FARWELL
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Funeral Service, Inc.
Since 1934
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SHATTUCK
OIL CO.
KEEPING YOUR
COMMUNITY COMFORTABLE
SINCE 1927
SERVING SOUTHERN N.H.
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AUTOMATIC DELIVERY
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St. Christopher Parish, Nashua,
NH & COOLING
www.farwellfuneral.com
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Nashua
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print
copies for 603-882-0951
this week.
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Parishioner
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