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Worship Schedule
Daily Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday Mass
Vietnamese Mass

7:30 AM Mon-Thurs
4:00 PM
8:00 & 10:00 AM
3:00 PM Sunday

Confessions

After Daily Mass,
approx. 8:00 AM
3:00-3:30 PM Saturday
Rosary
7:00 PM Tuesday
Eucharistic Adoration
Wednesday
8:00 - 9:00 AM
Rosary at beginning
1st Friday of the Month
1:00-3:00 PM
September - June

Welcome New Parishioners! If you
would like to register or you have
changed your address, please fill out
the form on page 5.

Our Parish Prayer
Heavenly Father, we pray for all of the people and programs of St. Christopher Parish. Unite us as a
community of believers and grant us the wisdom, grace, and strength to do your will. We ask this
through Christ Our Lord. AMEN.

Our Mission

We are a Roman Catholic parish whose members live and proclaim the saving message of Jesus Christ.
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Mass Intentions
Saturday, January 8
4:00 PM
David A. Rock II
			
by his sister, Laurie Coffey
			
			

Sean Costello
by Cindy Kaminski

Sunday, January 9
8:00 AM
Pearl Oliver
			
by her Daughter
10:00 AM

People of the parish

3:00 PM

Vietnamese Mass

Monday, January 10
7:30 AM
Maria Mai Thi Cai
			
by Mary Thompson
Tuesday, January 11
7:30 AM
Craig Levesque
			
by Mom and Dad
Wednesday, January 12
7:30 AM
Ann Vanwolvelaere
			
by the Harris Family
Thursday, January 13
7:30 AM
Virginia Soucy
			
by the Harris Family
Friday, January 14
No Mass on Fridays
Saturday, January 15
4:00 PM
A. Roger Plaisted
			
by John and Fran Leblanc
			
			

Rebecca Lamont
by Elizabeth Cote

Sunday, January 16
8:00 AM
People of the parish
10:00 AM
			
3:00 PM

Sheila Neverett
by Her Family
Vietnamese Mass

The Sanctuary Lamp Burns This Week:
In Memory of Beatrice Cadwell,
10th Anniversary
		 by Her Family
Altar Bread and Wine:
The Altar Bread, which will become
the Body of Our Lord Jesus Christ at all
Masses during January, will be offered
in memory of Tyler Coffey by his mom,
Laurie Coffey.

Arrangements can be made to donate the
monthly Altar bread and wine in honor
of a loved one by contacting the rectory
at 882-0632 during business hours. Mass
intentions can also be scheduled by
calling the rectory.
Votive candle suggested offertory is $3.00
to cover the cost of the 3-day candle.
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Dear Friends,
I hope the beginning of the New Year has been grace-filled and healthy for you and your loved
ones. As the start of a New Year often brings resolutions to begin or renew commitments
that can help us live a happier and holier life, it is also a good time to renew our habits and
devotions in the parish. As we know, a Catholic church is not simply another building but it is a
holy and consecrated place in which our Lord is truly present!
As we discussed last weekend at Mass, I’d like to briefly explain a small change concerning
how we pastorally care for those of us who are unable to receive the Holy Eucharist. Persons
who do not receive might include: Those who have not yet made their First Holy Communion,
those who have not observed the one-hour eucharistic fast, those who are conscious of grave
sin that they have not confessed, and those who are not Catholic.
It has been a practice at St. Christopher’s for the priest or deacon to confer blessings upon
those in the Communion processional line who are unable to receive. In a change to this
practice at our parish going forward, we will not anymore confer blessings during this
part of the Mass.
Among the theological and liturgical reasons for this change are:
1. While the practice originated at some point in the 1980’s in U.S. parishes, the liturgical
laws of the Church have never recognized giving blessings during Communion.
2. Some Masses have an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion (‘EM’) assisting with
distributing Communion. Since an EM is a lay person, he or she is not permitted to give
blessings during Mass. This means that whoever is in the processional line for an EM does
not get a blessing while others in the line for a priest do so.
3. With an increase of young children at Mass (thank God!), the rapid succession of giving
blessings distracts the minister from focusing on the central focus of this part of the Mass,
which is reverently distributing the Holy Eucharist.
4. The blessing for all people occurs at the end of Mass. Through the action of
the priest or bishop, everybody in attendance receives the divine blessing from
Almighty God. This is also a reminder of the importance of staying for the entirety of
the Mass!
With this change in place at our parish, I invite those who cannot receive to consider two
options during Communion time:
1. Remain in your pew to pray silently or join in singing the Communion hymn.
2. Join in the Communion processional line and when you approach the minister, cross
your arms and bow at the waist as a sign of reverence to Jesus who is present in the
Eucharist before you. You can make a spiritual communion with Jesus by silently inviting
Him into your heart. You could say: “Jesus, please enter into my heart” or “Jesus, please fill
me with your love and mercy”
All who are present at the Holy Mass participate in the awesome mystery where heaven opens
and God comes to sanctify, strengthen, and guide His people. As we gather as one people of
faith and unite our praises and prayers together, each of us is then sent forth to be a vessel of
His love and mercy in the world. May every grace be with you in the year ahead!
In Christ,
Fr. David
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Summer Camp Scholarships
We are pleased to announce Bishop Libasci
is making scholarships available to youth
aged 6 to 15 to attend Camps Fatima and
Bernadette in 2022! This is possible in
accordance with the terms of a bequest
received by the diocese. The youth must be
Catholic and residing in New Hampshire.
The full scholarships granted to
those in financial need are based on the
recommendation of the pastor of their
parish. Please contact the parish office to
request a letter of recommendation and
application. The deadline for submission of
recommendations is March 11, 2022.

Holy Communion
for Homebound Parishioners
We invite homebound parishioners who
would like to receive Holy Communion
each week from a trained lay volunteer
to contact the parish office. This ministry
serves parishioners in our local vicinity who
cannot attend Mass due to infirmity, illness,
or injury.
Please note that this ministry is intended
only for those who are physically unable to
attend Mass. Visitation times are arranged
between the recipient and the volunteer.
The pastor must approve all homebound
communicants for this ministry. Please
contact the parish office at 603-882-0632 to
be added to the recipient list.

Corpus Christi Corner
Corpus Christi Food Pantry and Assistance
is in need of paper grocery bags and plastic
grocery bags. Additionally, we reuse
cardboard egg cartons, the one dozen size.
If you have any of these items, please leave
them in the baskets at the church entrances.
Thank you
During the month of December, 478.1
pounds of food was collected for the
Pantry at St Chris, with a value of $822.33.
Suggested food items for the month of
January include saltine crackers, canned
beef stew, graham crackers, jelly, salad
dressing, deodorant, shampoo, conditioner,
disposable razors, and shaving cream. There
are baskets at each of the church entrances
for your donations. Thank you for your
continued support.

For Vocations
“This is My beloved Son in whom I am well
pleased.” Are you considering making
known the love of our Heavenly Father as a
priest, deacon, sister or brother?Contact the
Vocation Office at mmason@rcbm.org.

Project Rachel Ministry
If you or someone you know is suffering
after abortion, confidential, non-judgmental
help is available from Project Rachel
Ministry. Call or email - Phone: 603-6630192; email: ProjectRachel@rcbm.org - for
Project Rachel in New Hampshire. Spanish
speakers may visit EsperanzaPosAborto.org.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8; Ps 116:12-19; Mk 1:14‑20

We’re Here for YOU at
St. Christopher Parish!
Rectory Hours:
Monday - Thursday 9:00-3:00
Friday
9:00-12:00
Rectory Phone:
882-0632
Rectory Email:
info@stchrisparishnh.org
Fr. David Harris
fr.david@stchrisparishnh.org
Administrative Asst. - Kitty Provost
kprovost@stchrisparishnh.org
Bookkeeper - Jean Dickson
bookkeeper@stchrisparishnh.org
Director of Music & Organist Carol Ann Skabo
music@stchrisparishnh.org
Religious Educ. - Christine Mercurio
cmercurio@stchrisparishnh.org
Confirmation - Alex Sullivan		
asullivan@stchrisparishnh.org
RCIA - Joe Mercurio
rcia@stchrisparishnh.org

Parish Council - Elizabeth Cote
ecote@stchrisparishnh.org
Finance Committee -- Tom Nardone
tnardone.work@gmail.com
Bulletin - Marta Nissen
bulletin@stchrisparishnh.org
Bulletin submissions are due one
week before publication.

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Mk
1:21‑28
Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Ps 40:2, 5,
7-10; Mk 1:29‑39
Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 2425; Mk 1:40‑45
Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-19; Mk
2:1‑12

Sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus

January 16, 2022

Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a; Ps 21:2-7;
Mk 2:13‑17

Following the
10:00 AM Mass

Sunday: Is 62:1-5; Ps 96:1-3, 7-10; 1 Cor 12:411; Jn 2:1-11

Please join us!

Like St. Chris Parish
on Facebook!
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Confirmation
Registration deadline is approaching !
Registration is OPEN!
Do you have an older student that has not yet been confirmed?
Register now for our Confirmation class beginning January 23rd

Christmas Offertory
Offertory Envelopes
Loose Offertory
Faith Direct
Total

$10,029.00
$1,844.00
$3,960.00
$15,833.00

Christmas Flowers
$55.00
Total-to-date: $2,016.00

December 26, 2021 Offertory
Offertory Envelopes
Loose Offertory
Faith Direct
Total

$2,586.00
$667.00
$2,942.75
$6,195.75

Retirement/Religious
$10.00
Total-to-date: $1,666.00

January 2, 2022 Offertory
Offertory Envelopes
Loose Offertory
Faith Direct
Total

$3,858.00
$693.50
$2,942.75
$7,494.25

Christmas
$1,345.00
Total-to-date: $17,17800
Fuel Collection
$25.00
Total-to-date: $2,202.00
Retirement/Religious
$50.00
Total-to-date: $1,716.00
Solemnity of Mary
$526.00
Total-to-date: $571.00
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Baptized students will attend classes in January 23, 2022 through May 15, 2022, preparing to
receive the sacrament of Confirmation on May 18, 2022. Students in this class should already
have received Reconciliation and First Communion. Classes are 11:00 AM to 12:00 noon.
Registration forms for Sacrament Prep are found at stchrisparishnh.org Questions? Contact
Chris Mericurio at cmercurio@stchrisparishnh.org.

Sacrament classes for
FIRST COMMUNION and
CONFIRMATION!
Register now!

Christ In Us Family Faith Program

Spring Classes begin January 23rd!

Rolling registration for this program for
Grades K-Grade 6
Our parish students in public school grades
K to grade 6 AND their families gather
once a month in the Church hall for a
light breakfast. Students will participate
in a grade level lesson while their parents
participate in a program just for them. We
can all use a recharge in our faith journey!
Students will continue with self paced
lessons at home each week and submit
completed work online. Registration forms
can be found on our parish website at
stchrisparishnh.org Questions? Email Chris
Mercurio at cmercurio@stchrisparishnh.org.

First Communion (grade 3) -- These students
recently completed classes in Confirmation
and will continue their studies to receive
both Confirmation and First Communion on
May 18th. Student and parent attend class
together. Class is 4:30 -5:30 PM.
Confirmation (grade 8 and up) - Students
in this class have been baptized, received
reconciliation and First Communion and
will prepare to receive Confirmation on May
18th. A parent and student attend class
together, classes are held after the 10:00 AM
Mass, from 11AM -12:15 PM.

New Families Welcome! Next in person
Class is January 16!

Special Thanks to Electronic Givers

Saint Christopher Academy is a pre-kindergarten
through grade 8 Catholic school located on two
nearby locations. At SCA, student are immersed in
an authentically Catholic, academically excellent
education within the embrace of a safe, joy-filled
community.

Visit us online at
SaintChrisAcademy.org

Now accepting
applications for
2022-2023!

St. Christopher Parish would like to thank
those families who are currently giving
electronically. You may not see these fellow
parishioners place an envelope in the basket
every week, but their consistent giving does
not go unnoticed in our parish office. Each
month our parish receives a steady and
predictable stream of income from those
donors who have made the commitment
to give to God first by having a designated
contribution automatically transferred to our
parish through our online giving program. If
you would like to learn more about this easy,
safe and secure way of giving even when
you are not able to attend mass, please go
to www.faithdirect.net and sign up using
parish code NH10. Thank you!
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Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.
Protect them as they protect us.
Bless them and their families,
For the selfless acts they perform,
For us in our time of need.
And give us peace.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, Our Lord
and Savior. Amen.

Please pray for the following service
people from our parish:
Children of William & Yvette
Berthelotte:
LTC Brian Berthelotte (Army);
LtCol Mark Berthelotte (USAF);
LCDR Brad Berthelotte (Navy)
Grandson of William & Yvette
Berthelotte:
Cpl. Matthew Berthelotte 		
(USMC)
Son of John & Alana Kocsis:
SSG. John Kocsis III (Army)
Son of Joseph & Sue Strob:
Maj. Rob Strob
Son of David & Patricia Taylor:
SFC James Taylor (Army)
Grandson of Lorraine St. Pierre
PFC Alexander St. Pierre (Army)
Sons of Laurie Kopka and
Grandsons of Madeleine Kopka:
AT2 Michael Allard (Navy)
AME2 Joseph Allard (Navy)
Daugher of John Soltis:
Lt.Col. Kristen Soltis (USAF)
Granddaughter of Dan & Sue Tracy:
Cpt. Brittany DesLauriers (Army)
Grandson of Betty Batey:
Major Nick Batey USAF
Nephew of Karen Narkis:
AMT3 David P. Narkis (Coast
Guard)

To add to our military prayer list,
email bulletin@stchrisparishnh.org or
call the Rectory at 882-0632.
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St. Christopher Parish
Community Outreach
Parish Prayer Line
Overwhelmed by life, by care?
May we help with our prayer?
St. Christopher’s Prayer Line -24/7 from us to Heaven!

Go online to
www.stchrisparishnh.org
Send email to
prayerhotline@
stchrisparishnh.org

Prayer Shawls
Our prayer shawl ministry, Creating
for our Community, gathers once a
month to knit, crochet, and pray as
they create beautiful prayer shawls.
If you know of someone who could
benefit from the gift of a Prayer
Shawl, whether they are having
difficult time, or simply need the
comfort of Prayer wrapped around
their shoulders, please contact the
rectory at 882-0632.

Outreach Ministry
If you are homebound and cannot
attend Mass and would like to
receive communion, please call the
Rectory 882-0632.

Senior Companions
Are you homebound? Would you
enjoy a visit? Your parish wants
to stay connected with you! If St.
Christopher is your spiritual home,
how about a visit from one of your
fellow parishioners? To arrange
a visit, please call the Rectory at
882-0632.
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Saint Gregory Nazianzen
(c. 325 – c. 390)
After his baptism at 30, Gregory gladly accepted his friend Basil’s invitation to join him in
a newly founded monastery. The solitude was broken when Gregory’s father, a bishop,
needed help in his diocese and estate. It seems that Gregory was ordained a priest
practically by force, and only reluctantly accepted the responsibility. He skillfully avoided
a schism that threatened when his own father made compromises with Arianism. At 41,
Gregory was chosen suffragan bishop of Caesarea and at once came into conflict with
Valens, the emperor, who supported the Arians.
An unfortunate by-product of the battle was the cooling of the friendship of two saints.
Basil, his archbishop, sent him to a miserable and unhealthy town on the border of unjustly
created divisions in his diocese. Basil reproached Gregory for not going to his See.
When protection for Arianism ended with the death of Valens, Gregory was called to
rebuild the faith in the great see of Constantinople, which had been under Arian teachers
for three decades. Retiring and sensitive, he dreaded being drawn into the whirlpool
of corruption and violence. He first stayed at a friend’s home, which became the only
orthodox church in the city. In such surroundings, he began giving the great sermons on
the Trinity for which he is famous. In time, Gregory did rebuild the faith in the city, but at
the cost of great suffering, slander, insults, and even personal violence. An interloper even
tried to take over his bishopric.
His last days were spent in solitude and austerity. He wrote religious poetry, some
of it autobiographical, of great depth and beauty. He was acclaimed simply as “the
Theologian.” St. Gregory Nazianzen shares the celebration of his liturgical feast with St.
Basil the Great on January 2.
Reflection
It may be small comfort, but post-Vatican II turmoil in the Church is a mild storm compared
to the devastation caused by the Arian heresy, a trauma the Church has never forgotten.
Christ did not promise the kind of peace we would love to have—no problems, no
opposition, no pain. In one way or another, holiness is always the way of the cross.

Welcome! Please use this form to register!
St. Christopher Parish welcomes all visitors to our Spiritual Home! If you are interested in joining the
parish, please complete the form below and either drop it in the Offertory Basket or mail it to the
Rectory. One of our Parish staff members will be in touch. Registration forms are also available online
at www.StChrisParishNH.org.

Name ____________________________

Email ______________________

Address __________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Phone _____________________

January 9, 2022
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Family Connection to this Week’s Gospel
Gospel Reading: Luke 3:15-16,21-22
Jesus is baptized by John.

Every family has a unique identity that is defined by the behaviors, attitudes, and
expectations that govern a family’s daily life. This identity is influenced by the family
history of the parents, but each family’s expression of this history is unique. In today’s
Gospel, we learn that Jesus’ behavior, attitudes, and expectations were governed by
his identity as God’s beloved Son. In our Baptism, we were made children of this same
heavenly Father. This identity as members of the family of God, and as brothers and sisters
of Jesus, also shapes our family’s daily life.
As you gather as a family, identify some of the expectations and behaviors that govern
your family life by answering the question, “What are some of the things that make our
family life unique?” Celebrate these things about your family life. Read today’s Gospel,
Luke 3:15-16,21-22. Observe that Jesus’ identity as the Beloved Son of the Father governed
his behaviors, attitudes, and expectations. Recall that at our Baptism we were made
children of this same heavenly Father. How does this identity as a member of the family
of God govern and shape our family life? Conclude in prayer together that we will remain
faithful to our baptismal identity as children of God and as brothers or sisters of Jesus.
Conclude by praying together the Lord’s Prayer.
					
								Reprinted from http://www.loyolapress.com

Prayer to Saint Michael

St. Michael, the Archangel, defend us
in battle. Be our defense against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly hosts, by the power of
God, cast into hell, Satan and all the
other evil spirits who prowl about
the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.

Prayer for Vocations

O Holy Spirit, Spirit of wisdom and
divine love, impart Your knowledge,
understanding, and counsel to youth
that they may know the vocation
wherein they can best serve God.
Give them courage and strength to
follow God’s holy will. Guide their
uncertain steps, strengthen their
resolutions, shield their chastity,
fashion their minds, conquer their
hearts, and lead them to the vineyards where they will labor in God’s
holy service.
Amen.

Prayer for Priests

About Our Faith:
Why is St. Peter’s Square shaped like an oval?
If you look at a picture of St. Peter’s Square, you may notice that it isn’t square at all, but
rather an open-ended oval. Two semi-circular rows of colonnades sweep out from each
side of St. Peter’s Basilica and curve toward one another, as though they were “embracing”
the square.
And that is exactly what the architect, Gian Lorenzo Bernini, intended. The colonnades
represent the “maternal arms of Mother Church,” as he himself put it. She embraces all
souls, all people, all nations into her fold.
The piazza is shaped as an oval, representing the cosmos and illustrating how God’s
providence orders all of creation. An ancient Egyptian obelisk, once built for a pagan god
but now rededicated to Christ the King, stands at the piazza’s center and becomes the
focal point of a giant sundial as it casts its shadow across the square throughout the day.
A granite meridian indicates where the obelisk’s shadow will fall at noon. White discs
running from the obelisk along the meridian in a northerly direction mark out where the
tip of the shadow will fall at various points in the year. We can therefore see the cosmos—
the sun, the seasons, the stars, the movement of the universe—ordered and sanctified by
God’s power and providence.
https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed

Gracious and loving God, we thank
you for the gift of our priests. Through
them, we experience your presence
in the sacraments. Help our priests
be strong in their vocation. Set their
souls on fire for your people. Grant
them the wisdom, understanding,
and strength they need to follow in
the footsteps of Jesus. Inspire them
with the vision of your Kingdom. Give
them the words they need to spread
the Gospel. Allow them to experience
joy in their ministry. Help them to
become instruments of your Divine
grace. We ask this through Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns as our
Eternal Priest. Amen.

“God was born a child in order to
encourage us to care for others. His
disarming love reminds us that our
time is not to be spent in feeling sorry
for ourselves, but in comforting the
tears of the suffering. ”

Pope Francis I @ Pontifex
December 31, 2021
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Franklyn Liberatore, DMD
Francesca Failla, DMD
General and Implant Dentistry
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Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your
business because of it!
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office@nashuariverfrontdentistry.com

60 Main Street, Ste. 330
Nashua, NH 03064
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